'ITHE amazmg saga of the,
Stratford Park trees is costing =
- Stroud ratepayers thousands ofs
‘pounds as indecisive councnllors‘} =
call extraordinary meetings on a
- regular bas1s to dlSCUSS the
¢ controversy. o
. The district’s pohcymakers voted o
i for “traffic calming” 'measures to -
--save -the Stratford Park beechés
. from the axe.
*  But the next day the authontys
| planners agreed instead the. frees.
{ should ultimately still be felled.
' The committec infighting haS'
. astounded public onlookers and left
even some behind- ~the- scenes‘~
council ‘officers amazed.
- Leading tree" campalgner Ron
- Birch said: “One of the ‘difficulties
that  always exists in observing
‘Stroud district council is that so
much is going on underneath the
_words that are actually being said.
. Some of it is intra-party, and some.
- inter-party, and when you add
‘personal -vendettas the words and
v;xssues are almost m-elevant e

Such- extraordmary
al]y cost around £1




