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WE lil!e g~,ealtJly:indebted to I1aces. A:t sil't .o'c}ock fue Yeal:!) History Qf S!troUd', "a
MFS. D. Hill Oof Qldends Lime, :iililuminati'OllSwere tit up an1F'\vond'el"ifuJ: imp.l'0¥'ement has
8toriehou~; for tfihil I'>ld tl1e-!tOWn waS- abl'aze wlith bak.""<enplace 'in :t.he means od'

Pohs of, Nailsworfh Jiglilt. At seven o'clock a locomotson, and in the
. Railway station and torchlignt processron pro- eral adnriuisbratlou of

engi in 1873, six; years aftel' c'OO{l~a LIP Nailsworth hill. railway affairs, The .
<t/li,eOll~lli:ng of the l~ne. Early '. We$teTlT, in the face of corn-
in .1863 a CO'l1lm~.bt'ee eO'nsYs:!;. LAl'IDSI:.IDE ~le1~~tion; awoke to their ihrue
ing Of .'YiJ1Ji.anl T-'layne, S:. S. CO'ns~):l.Ic1Jion of cth~ tine i'ntel'est, viz, that oli giving
M~:rliitg, J...G., Frlitli, rsaat: was not without diflkulJty iJJl the p:ubJlic -El'V1erY'facility few .
Hilp!ei. A. S. 'Boom'id\_ d. E. tile early d~~s.Th~re. was a trav..en:u~g; . 'and, judging
Ba!.IJ~d'; .Ge.~rge> F01"~ ·I;l.nd-landslide w.h:ich caused the fI;O'm th~ numoel' of people
C~J:es; P,ayne (of :m.lliliii'k QOownfall. of lll- llou.s.e on the one sees arri.ving ana d-e-
M:ii1!ls) Ma been .s~ up .'to hillsrde; 'above the' J.i1rogmaTsll pa"t·l.illl1g~'it seemS as if both
~p~nsor the Act py W'h,~ch cutti'I% whil~ thl"ea ca.1ltag,es tile 1WWays had', ct@ub1ed
'uhe S~9neliqllse an:d N~i:ls- wet'-e -alsO' llesfroYied. E. G. bhe.il' passeng;er traffic. Omni·
wom:h Ra51W'ay was Hl.c~-por- Witchel1's «Geq]ogy aJ' b.us tcave]\l1ng, 1f00, ile'1rtv:elm
ated arid was' .am!Iorlse1:l' ~o Stl'Otld" records_,.tllat the slip Stonehouse. Stroud an.d Chal·
malt-e .and. Irulmtaii)..:a Rail- ee'aJ;ed on'ly when the. t;llllgin- iOTd Ilas largely increasetl,
way ::f!,om /the BnSfO'i '~ld eer drained. off, the. wrings thus proV'ipg,..ltllat the 'pe®le

Wlfl?-a e Qf ~he Ml~- from ilb'e liiig'fier gTo.und. aie n.<>1ti sl'();w It.Q aviit l!ffe:n:h
RaIl alb St:oneba;use In January. 1867 illlie ooe s'e1ves of :IDlPl'ov.ed:- l'@CO!lI\o,
'. . . iJJl the' Oounty wa-s o'peited and the '~Stroua tisn, w.nw: Jibera:r)y and

Of G'l'ouc~tet;! and fo~ tha_t JournaY' -recoIdifl thatt ('the ehea_plY·prQvidJeid."
PU1lIqBe 1::0. =,e a cap:J!jjalc:if first ttain wfll N:<illsW'ortli,alf In 1887, .s. N. Adam wr:at-e
£65,000; in· share's at: £20 !,acl"), 9.40 a:m., -the' (engine. being inc an~ eSSay:.publislied;,.in.4 the
l/ind'l·ftaj,"bo.1TOWon_nfmgage decOO'aJfJed "Wiit:l1 fl'lig's anti ·"'Stroud News and Jo:w'na:l"
not exCeM.ing £22,000 . . .:' evergj::e'6rt's. Crowds w.e1: in No~i:rili:eY' 1961l., there

'7f!l1 FeJi.n!ll?'Y li?64" 1!1li:-El1'e:was c~mea tlie miin: :as it; p"a:&sen.were PUW passenger tr'aJins
.g:Iie'a.1i r.eJO'lcmg, In N<Illlsworth Wllth ellthusias:tJlc aeclama- daily . from NailSWQlr1l11to
wIlen illl.' a< mead:ow nea.r lions. CannO'ns' weI'e 'fir,oo Stonehouse and ten in' the I

EbP.t.,Mill the' :first sod: was :from ~n Beeclres c and' from reverse cl'ireuti;()IJ1.'Fhe Sltr9ud
1fJi1'neil·.by 'ths Rt. Hon. E. t!;te -8'uBscdption RQ'oms and branen was al~yS' 'worked as
H@WSn'l:a!;l,M.P. fOor StrO'ud. In the eVcemng ijlands pataaed l\ sep,araibe <entity and -passen'
'Ehe "Stt.oud Journal" ,reo fIle s1fu:eeres ... " gers tf6:and f110m St).'outl' hiad
~d: "~he Line, a~ ow: -The p.llQposed elli1;gns'i:®to tq ch~n'g~_ a,t ?ud:brJ~g.e.
reatlers ·a·re a.warr:e,'will be 'Celibuxy Mal:fnesbuey ana. a Far:es to Gloueesiler ill 1887
withln ar "few chains of six Ohippenham was l1lever pro· ~wer.e Is 6d: i'mrn NaHswQrth
iIiil(!s in lengt:li. .It starts caWed Wiiith.Indeetl Ute ser· and Is 3d fom S~r@ud.
from thle- Mldl'<lud Stialtion at vice itO' Nailswo'rth .had im· !By 191!l the ..branch Boas-
Srtaneh~uS'e . . . Tb,e line is posed sucl1 financial strain. !ted of no fewer than eig:nt·an md€Ji!e'hdent one, althO'ugh O'n the prO'mot'ers and iIlhe eell passenger Itmins a day,
fit . will be wOlrked· by the Mldland Ratlwaiy eventually nine gO'O'gs trains and five
MIdland €6mpany. It is well had to 1Jak.eit over. mixed fuiains. c

und~.food to be only ithe To lIJegin IW1th.there was no Today in cnnJ:rast to this
first s.tep~in an extension on slEation aJtf Woodchesher and bll&Yline tb:e!fecis derelii:C!tiQ-n.
throw4 'l1eJtbury, J\'Ialmes· the v,iihal link with StI:oud Omnibus ItlrraveUing, far from
Bury:' anti· Chippenham." from Dudb'rJdge Was missing. incre-asing as ~. bibbY's day,
The celebrations inc1ud:ed T·he latter was establiished :in. is declining. 'TIhe indusfmra'l

_rustic SPO'1"ts, which C'Q1D.- 1885. "From that tirtle," J&hfI. S€elIlewith .iIt!s u'ps.anill downs
ptised donKey races and foot Libby sara irt h1$ 'Twenlby. rarely remains settled.
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ONE of the engines used on the Nailsworth-Stonehouse line in 1873.


