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In commen with many others
rcand this table, 1 have not
travelled on the rail-car for many
years,” said Mr, D. A. V. Harper
| a% a specia! ineceting of Stroud
Urban District Council, czlled on
! Monday ecvening to comsider the
| prepossals of the British Transpert
| Commissign t¢  withdraw  the
| Chaiford-Strond-Glokicester rail-car
| iservice because of serious financial
[03s.

In making this comment Mr.
Harper was p‘o‘wmh aligning himself
with many who are expressing
concern at the loss of the service.

They do not use the service them-
selves, or very s Ic'\.n
Mr. H. L D
strongest S

one cf the
Tat Menday's
d th:n he used the
ittle, .lz.uuly in icy
other forms of
yuld not operate.

_unusual

He saig that as far as the
Gloucester-Chalford rail-car service
was concerned. he could not help

feeling that
playing dov
alternative ri

anh Ra‘l\\ ays were
I of providing

, while at the
same time inflating the cost of the
present rail- ar _service, © and - its
mplace-nem with diesel trains.
he.  cost they PR LT tHie
alternative road servic would not
cover the capital char 2»: f«r the two
new buses which the Bristol
Omribus Company say they will
require, let alone the cperating and

maintenance costs

* The differential between the

operating costs of diesel trains and
the existing steam trains seems to
be totally at variance with the

ecoromiss usually claimed for the

former type traction — lower fuel
r~~s, lower siandby costs, lower
itenance cosis, and a train crew

N—<WO 1nsteag of three.

| After a fairly brisk discussion the
UDC decided to send a letter
against _the proposal to the Western

Area Transpori Users Consultative
committee, ~lso lo ask Mr. Anthony
Kershaw, M.P., ** take it up meost
strongly  with the Minister of

Transport.”
CHAMBER OF TRADE LETTER

At the becmumc of the meeting the
clerk (Mr. Wilsen) mentioned
that the Stru_\u "Chamber of Trade
had sent a letter making represent-
ations to the  Transport Users
Comultamc Committee.”

*They talk about Stonehouse
bemg served by the Bristol- Glouc"gter
line,” Mr. T. B. Cameron said, “ and
I don’t say how many trains stop at
Stonehcuse during the course of the
day. It would be most illuminating to
find out. I think, during the whole
day, it is two up and two down.

& most disastrous thmg
how Mr. Dean saw the matter. What
_about using the railways to relieve
congestion of the roads ? Could they
net make rail travel more attractive
with cheaper fares ?

How were people visiting friends
in the Gloucester hespitals . to
manage. What would be the position
when Stroud Hospitai was closed and
hospitals centred on Gloucester ?

What of the serious inccnveniencs
o° mothers with voung children in
orams ? T

And how, asked Mr. Dein, was he

was

CHURCH MEMBERS’

CuislmiN

At a meeting of Ebley
Ccngregational  Church, on
March 14, members unani-

mously agreed that a leiter
shouid be sent on their behalf
to the S.W. Area Transport
User: Consultative Committee
urging that the rail-car service
petween Chalford and Glou-
cester should be retained, this
scrvice being of such value to
local people.

At the same time members

ked that a letter be sent to
tha appropriate . auwcrity
“\')re‘:slnl’ their great concern
| regarding the proposal to ciosc
‘thw Stroud General Hospital in
| a fow yeare, and askine —%ath~-

| inch  a scheme could be
| roconsidered,
to get anything from 50 to 80

children to Stratford Park Swimming

Pool cn a Friday without the rail-car?
Hﬂ could not see them going on the |
buses,

MAJGR LOSS

“We have grown up with this'
service and it would be a major loss
to this area if it was taken away
from us.” he concluded. i

Some suggestions for mak the
service pay better came frombl\}z%rm
members. Mr. John Hillier thought
a halt at Tuffley would tap the big
developments there and Mr. David
Hargest suggested it would be a good
idea to extend the service 1o
Frampton Mansell and also to give
the new 2/7 Gloucester return fare a|
fair trial,

Mr, Harper considered the railways
had a case for economies. They might
be a tremendous saving to the tax
payer.

“ If evervthing in this service is to
be measured by pure £.s.d., I can see,
in a few years time, that the bus
services will come off, said Mr. W.
K. Preston. * Is every village to be
isolated 27

Mr. G. H. Bullock wanted the
service rejuvenated. He saw a great
potequal it

The chairman (Mrs, P. E. Parker)
spoke of the heavy use of the rail-

cars by hospital visitors to Gloucester e

on Wednesdays and Saturday.

*“ Have you tried to board a bu
at Cainscross on a Saturday, going 1708
Gloucester 2’ she asked. ‘It ""l
practically 1mp0551ble It is full u
from the start.’

The decision to protest against th
proposals was carried unanimously

It was agreed that the Clerk shoul
represent the U.D.C. at any publi]
enguiry cn the propo~al

There was also a protest when th
Strcud  and District Employmer
Committee met on March 15. ¢

The matter was raised by Mr. W.
A. Daniels and Mr. H. R. Greening
said that if some people, who at
present worked at Gloucester, found
thiey could not get there, they would
have to be found employmen{ 1n
Stroud.

200 SIGNATURES TO PETITION

There is ‘also strong opposttion
coming from the residents of Cains-
Cross, Eb]ey and Cﬂshes Green area,
many of whom have signed a peti-
tion of protest,

The petition sa¥s the closure would

ameIUJT

y—

Gloucester on

ford railcar service.

district

cester RDC offices

=
cause great inconvenience and
ship. Mrs. Irene McKee, a teacher at
Ebley Primary School, who has
collected nearly two hundred signa-
tures, said that everyone was deeply

concerned about the matter.

AIL-CAR EN

A public inquiry is to be held in
May 9 about the pro-
posal to scrap the Gloucester—Chal-

Many objections from the Stroud
have been lodged with the
South West Transport Users’ Consul-
tative Council. A spokesman of the
TUC at Bristol said that although the
number ol objectors was conndemblc'_ t
it was not e¢xceptional,

The inquiry will be at the Glou- 1

in Brunswick

Square, ctarting at 10,15 a.m.
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