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Tt is a long time since Tlast visited
the church, and I was struck with the
vitality existing. Formerly there
was—or such was my impression—a
serenity almost amounting to sleepi-
ness, but to-day it is different, In
one respect, however, it is very much
the same. As far as my recollection
goes the musical side was of a high

“standard when T went there before,

and it is so to-day.

Nave Mearly Filled

The large nave was nearly full when I
arrived, and- I had to be. content- with a
bacle seat, This gave me an opportunity of
studying the -congregation.” I hope I shall
be forgiven for doing this. but being so far
removed from the lectern I could not hear
Leskdh readings very distinetly and
could not help allowing my thoughts te
wander, It was a very mixed gathering, but
a very. reverent one,
no doubt the majority—the service was the
second they haq altended that day, “for
three or four Holy Communion services had
been- held earlier in- the day, -and who -ean
attend gatherings like that, 'especially on
such a day, without ‘a desp and lasting feel-
ing, of reverence? . ' T °

The way everyone joined in the singing
was an inspiration’ . - The - lefty building
echoed with the notes of tritmph of tle
Resurrection hymns. I should have liked
an acqueintance of mine-—whose gloomy out.

~is that of complete annihilation at death—
~to have been present. 1f he had not been

convineced that he was wrong in his views
when he went away from the service 1
siould have been .surprised. The truth—
*“ He-is risen ''—was- the: keynote. _LThe
clioir ‘and everybody élse gladly sang it and
believed it, and the Viear (fthe Rev. C. H.
Scott) emphasised its.mcaning in his earnest,
thoughtlful discourse, .

Beginning of Apostolic Faith

The resurrection of Christ was very natui-
ally.the basis of Mr. Scott’s sermon. e
pictured the change that took place in the
disciples of Christ dufing the ecrucifixion
and the resurrection, and he asked What
made the apostles definitely sure that Christ
was the Son of God? It was, he said, the
resurrection which was the veal beginniug
of the apostolic faith. It was not that the
laborious™ years of Christ's teacliing and, His
matchless life had not produced a great im.
pression on the disciples. They had. and
ITis followers weve almost convinced that
He was the Messiah, but their faith had not
been tested. Many & man, added Mr: Scott,
finds it easy to say the Lord’s Prayer in
the sunshine, but his faith droops in adver-
sity, not_ reviving until a friend points him
upward. The shattered hope of the discipiss
revived, beepme a strong conviction, and
ultimately a cértainty as the result of tha
happenings on the Third Dav. They were
prepared then to risk their lives to make

For many of them—,
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Chyist’s mastership known. Tater on they
bled for their faith, :

)

An Amazing Event

Sometimes ~ the resurrection seems in-
credible,”’ continued Mr. Scott. “We admit
it was an amazing event, but such a start-
ling thing is needed to understand-the after
history of the Chureh and the world—to
account even for the great change in the
disciples  themselves. A week before they
were a broken band., but suddenly they be
came hopeful and fearless, )
that change? They had seen their risen
Lord alive; they werz converted. Previously
the disciples® idea”of Christ's kingdom had
heen arochial, but  then their views
changed, they realised it was a spirituai
kingdom ‘in which Gantiles and Jews alice
could. enter, - : ;

“We, to-day,” may thank God for. those
stalwarts of the early Church who resolvea
to make Christ’s love known to every man
Our position is just what it is to-day becanse
of the faithfulness of that band of men
trained . 1,900 years ago in the society of
Jesus. Reeauso they were faithful we are
enjoving the same sonicty, 4
~_ “The Church to-day lives simply because
Josus lives,”” emphasised Mr, Scoft. “Wa
must carry on the work which the eariy.
Church began and send the gospel message
of the crucificd, risen and living Christ to
those who know Him not. We have to look
<out bevond our own parish,

“Tf the resurrection -had not been true.”

continued ‘Mr Secott. “the Church would
have perished ages since, The Church has
suffered. much. but she has gone . from

strenath fo strength; and if an explanatin
of this is sought, the resurrection of Christ
is snfficient. .

Mr. Scott is a newcomer to Cainsernss.

hiaving been there onlv. about two months, )

but the energy and enthnsiasm he is puttivg

into his tosk has proved contagious,  He is |
the type of man who does not snave himself

in order to further wouk to which he has
set his hand. : =

One Who is Indefatigakle

T have referred to the fine musical side
of the service, and after T left the church
I had. the pleasure of meeting the one who
is largely responsible for this. namely Mr.
J. Dee. I read in the Parish' Magazine of
the ““indefatigable Mr. Dee ** and 1 thought
how suitable was tlie descrintion. With the
aid of the organist and choir he works hard
tn maintain the high standard of singing
that' has so long been the rule at Cans.
cross,  He has an able lieutenant in Mr.
Norman U. Smith, L.R.A.M.. the organist.
Mr. Smith, an old Marling School boy and
now a member of the staff at Stonehiouse
Clouncil School, seécvred his degree at the
Royal Academy of Musie, London. a few
months ago. He s well known as a talented
bass singer. The choir is strong and well-
balanced and must be a valued adjunet to
the church,

Nearly 100 Years Old

_Cainseross Church cannob boast of a long
histovy like so many other ehurehes in the
locality. Tt was erocted in 1837—a vear
before the ecclesiasticnl parish was formed,
The church consists of & chancel, nave ol
five bays; aisles, north and west porches antd
an embattled western tower with pinnacles,
containing one bell. The organ was erected
in 1883 at a cost ef-about £350. There are
several very good stained glass windows and
the east one was placed in 1897 in com
memoration of the Diamond Jubilee of
Queen Victoria. Four others are memorials
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