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HIS MILITARY SERVICE




SIR PERCIVAL MARLING.
From an Oil Painting.
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enjoymg
selves earned for hlm not on!v the esteem but the affection:
regard of all with whom he became associated. By the pas
of Sir Percival, Gloucestershire, and the Stroud district

particular, has lost a friend whose place will be extremely difficult

to fill.
- In this hour of great sorrow the heartfelt sympathy of all will be
‘extended to Lady Marling, who has so graciously and whole-
'hﬁa:rtedlyl su ported her husband in all his work for the locality,
' €0 Sir Percival’s brothers, Mr. Stanley S. Marling, of
I-l!?ﬁl:wmfth . Amberley, and Major W. J. Paley Marling, of
Great R&smgton Manor Bourton—on— e-Water.
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ad any record of his career mast
ncomplete.  He had ex-
so0 mueh warfare In the service
©of fAirst his Queen and then his King, and

: to them.

He belonged to d Gloacestershire
family, members of which settled in the
County in the early 16th century. although
_the baronetcy, of which he was the third
holder, only dates from 1882.

_Sir: Percival, the eldest son of Sir
William and Lady Marling, and the
grandson of Sir Samuel Marling, was a
member of a family who had done much
to add lustre to the reputation of the -

- West of England woollen cloth manufac- -

" turers. His mother, Lady Marling, was a
- daughter of Mr. John Abrvaham, of Whit-
tingham, Lancashire, and he was born on |
March 6th, 1861, at Stanley Hounse. King’s
Stanley. i
Ilere his childhood was happily spent, '
and probably among his earliest conscious-
memories was that of being taken to the
new Church at Selsley, erected in 1862 by
his grandfather, at the edge of his Stanley
Park Estate—an exact counterpart on a
smaller scale of a church in the village of
Marling, near Meran, in the Austrian
Tyrol. Here, on Thursday #iternoon, Sir
Percival was laid to rest with his fore-
bears in the Church in” which he had
served so long not only as patron, but .
also in the more humble capacity of
- Churchwarden.

MILITARY SERVIGE.

In January, 1875, Sir Percival went to
‘Harrow, entering Rendell's House, and
here Smith-Dorrien and the future Lord
Home, who commanded an Army in the

his

~ wrof wan and Hussar,” the de-
lightful story of his life, published in 1951
—“ivas then about the best House at
Harrow, and was full of Gordons, Gren-
fells, Cunliffes and Hamiltons.”

Forsaking the cloth industry, Sir
Percival in 1878 entered Sandhurst, and
was gazefted Second Lientenant in the
g0th (The King's Royal Rifle Corps) in
Angust, 1880, Thus began his exeiting
military career, and in October he sailed
for Cape Town to take part in the first
Boer War, in which he participated in the
Laings Nek and Ingogo hattles.

Hardly had this war been concluded
than Lieut. Marling was again on active
service, this time in Egypt, where the 3rd
60th was with Wolseley in the campaign
_that crushed Arabi Pasha. Lieut, Marling
served thronghout the Egypfian cam-
paign, participating in the actions around
Alexandrin, and the affair at Tel-el-
Mahuta, the action at Kassassin, and the
battle of Tel-el-Kebir. In 1884 he was at-
tached to the Mounted Infantry in the

Sir Percival Marling was a.soldier. and
ar el

Y. he had touched life at so

)

bard's Kop:
T ith d

Suakim campaign, and was present at the
«  battle of Bl Teb and the relief of Tokar.

THE VICTORIA CROSS.

For an Act of Great Bravery.
Then followed the battle of Tamai and
the affair at Tamanib, for his gallantry ab
which, on March 13th, 1884, 'he was
a '_al'cl od the T_ict_m'iu Cross, besides being

m the award r Valour,” which
i graphically illustrated in Giles’ gint—
inz which was hung in the Royal
Academy, and which i1s now at Stanley
Park. were as iollows:

“ At the risk of his life he went inte
the zone of a death-dealing mifle fire
and brought out the badly wounded
Pte. Morley, of the Royal Sussex Regt.
Lient. Mariing saw the man lying pros-
trate, rode to him, dismounted, placed
him on his charger, mounted and rode
off.  But the soldier was so weak that
he fell off, whereupon Lieut. Mariing
again dismounted, and amidst a hail of
bullets, carvied him to a place of
safety.”

Sir Percival’s further military service
included the Khartoum Expedition of
18845, in which he took part in the
battles of Abon Klea and El Gubat.

Accepting a transfer to fthe 18th
Hussars, he was promoted captain in
1886, and in 1891 he left India. where the
18th~ was then stationed, to Dbecome
adjutant of the Somerset Yeomanry. TIn
1886 he obtained his majority, and was
aiven command of the depot squadron.

In May, 1899, he married Beatrice Caro-
line, eldest daughter of Mr. F. H. Beau-
mont, of Buckland Court, Surrey, and
had intended to retire from the Service
when rumours of war in South Africa
led him to rejoin his regiment, which was
then m Nata—i. With the 18th Hussars
he fought at Talana Hill, in the retirement
from ]Sundce, and at the action of Lom-
After being shut_up 1n

u«?ﬁbﬁ?ﬁ%m n was ]

‘He returned to South Africa, however,
and was with his Tegiment during opera-
tions in the Transvaal, Orange hiver
Colony, and on the Zululand frontier of
Natal, commanding the 18th in the field
from April, 1901, until the end _of the
war,, and being created C€.B. for his
services. 3

When his period of command expired
he was appointed, in June, 1805, G.0.C.
Vork Garrison and District until Febrnary
1806. He was promoted colonel in
Februavy, 1907, but was not employed
azain until January, 1909, when he went
out to Sonth Africa for the fourth time to
become PBrigadier-General commanding
the Potchefstroom District.  Before the
end of the year, however, he was invalided
home and retired.

Lady Marling and Ladysmith.

Sir  Percival was accompanied to
Ladysmith for the second Boer War by
Lady Marling, and Lady Marling, who
lett 'on Nov. 1st, 1809, was one of the last
ladies to leave. She returned to the
town on Saturday, March 3rd, 1900, and
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| was thus also the first woman to veturn
L ) tothe town. i
§ o | MWhen the Great War came Col. Marl-

% | g as he then was,.was anxious for em--
A ployment.  First he had a staff appoint-
.ment.on the East Coast, but was Iater
‘attached to the Indian Corps Headquarters
i France until 1915 when his  health
| ‘ollized Him to forego any thoughts of
“I.further active sService. = :
~ Besides receiving the Victoria Cross,
‘aud’ the C.B., Sir Percival possessed the -
o Queen's Medal with five clasps; the King’s
<} Medal with two clasps, besides the 1914
«J'Star with clasps and the General Service
X and Victory medals.  Siv Percival Mar-
ling is Hon. Colonel of The Gloucester-
shire’ Regiment. :

. End of Military Service.

. Writing in “Rifleman and Hussar™
under the date Feh. 18th, 1906, Sir
JPeicival refers to the ending of his
coimmand as follows:—

“My command was up. I had a real

B8 lumpsin oy throat at leaving.  They

%‘mc a f:n'e_\\'ﬁ-?.': dl}m(‘r in the mess,
and _the next night a farewell dance

Wy wife in ba’.;‘l‘giblis;' angal’% fal |

other favewell dinners. . . . Pallok.

. who. succeeded me in the command, and
most of the officers came to see me off
at* the station, and also 30 of the ser-
geants. I broke down at having to say
zood-hye to them all.

*We went straight down to Stanley
Park to my father's and stayed hunting
there till the middle of April. when we
went to settle ourselves at Sedbury
Park, which my father had kindly
‘allowed me to live in.”

At Sedbury. Sir Percival soon plunged
himsell into a vortex of public service. In
April, 1906, he was elected to the Glou- |
cestershive County Council and made
Chairman of the Lydney Bench of Magis-
trates:= He was also. in the same month,
appointed one of the Commissioners of the
Severn Fishery Board, and next year be-
came a Commissioner for Boyv Scouts for
the Forest of Dean.’ -

With a good. deal of travel, and much
public work, the pre-war years passed
quietly and happily until War again broke
out, and Sir Percival once agam entered
the service of his country.

His subsequent retirement was followed
by a quiet period at Sedbury. and then
ot Feb. 14th, 1918, came a great tragedy.

Sit Percival’s diary states:

“My poor mother died at 9 a.m.
this morning.  The saddest day of
my life. It is the first real breax m
oni home eircle.”

AT STANLEY PARK.

A GREAT REGORD OF SERVICE,

Within  two years there was another
deep bereavement, for on October 19th.
1919, Sir William Marling passed away at
Stanley Park, at the age of 83, and Sir
Percivai succeeded to the title. He de-
cided to.sell Selbury, and take up resi-
- dence at Stanley Park, and so he renewed
close association with ‘the district of
his boyhood.

At once BStanley Park became the
social centre of the district S Per-
cival and Lady Marling loved to share

-




Lord Phimer’s Tribute.
DURING more than' thirty
5 years service in “the. Army :
‘_he took part. with dlstm;tlon in §
xﬂmn six eampalgns m

s .
O s

%It 1s men like Percy Marling
who, during the past century,
have established and helped to
consolidate our Empire, and have
maintained throughout their ser-
vice our prestige, by setting an
example illustrating the highest
and best features of our national
character, and it is to be hoped
that there will be many young
men who will endeavour to follow
that example in the difficult times
to come.”’

FErom ‘‘ Rifleman and Hussar.”

theiv beauriful home swith others and it
was mmatxﬁ'ﬂv thrown open for various
good objects and social events., araen
partws fetes and entertainments in the
summer; and delightful parties in the
winter became 'rerrulcsr features, and
NUMErous very lmp vy events were held
there, with Sir ercival and Lady
Marling as fthe chaiming and gracions
host and hostess.

. A keen rider to hounds, Sir Percival
indulged freely in this qpmt and the

meeis at  Sianley  Park  have lbeen,
throughout hiz rumdence in the district,
a feature of every season. — Christmas

parties for the nurses and for the chil-
dren were held regularly at Stanley Park,
and as each Armistice Day came round,
Selsley ex-Service men were entertarmed
at the Park, and Sir Percival’s passing
will be a specially heavy hlow to the
village in which he was regarded not
only as the squire, but as the personal
friend of every man, woman and child.

Political Actwatles‘.
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mend o1 every man, womamn and chlld.
Political Activities.

Meanwhile much public work in other
directions was absorbing a good deal of
the time of Sir Percival. In politics he
was a staunch Conservative. As long
ago as 1806 he was mvited to stand as
Conservative candidate for the Forest of
BDean. but this he declined, and in 1911,
he also took a similar course when asked
to stand for the Stroud or Mid-Glouces-
tershire Division. His support of the
Parly. however. was unstinted, and in
March, 1828, he became President of the
Divisional Association, an office.dn which
he did mvaluable seryice, and which he
held at the time of his death. TIn eloc-

tion contests'he was tireless in his effoxts |

for the Conservative candidates, and Sir
gNlson and Iafter Mr. Robert
wesmch to his efforts.  The
Junior Tmperial League, too, cluimed his
enthusiastic support, and he has been
President of the Mid-Gloucestershire or-
ganisation’ since dits inception. Tor
several vears past the JIL. {fetes
at Sir Pereival’s residence, have been
a feature of the local Whitsuntide
holiday. ~ Arrangements for the holding
of a similar function this year were well
in hand, but owing to Sir Percival’s
illness, the event was cancelled a few
weeks ago.

In February, 1923, Sir Percival was
“pricked ” County High Sheriff.

He was @ firm frnend to the Boy Scout
movement, which he had served as a
Commissioner for the Forest of Dean, and
in. 1925 he undertook similar, duties in
the Stroud district.

- The British Legion.

In the next year Sir Percival became
President. of the County British Legion.
an organisation which naturally avoused
his sympathy and loyal support. He
was instromental in the inaunguration not
only of the Selsley branch, bull of
several other local branches, including

=
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SIR PERCIVAL AND LADY MARLING,
A happy photograph taken at Staniey Park.
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that at Stroud of which he’was pl'esitlé'nt. i proximately 50 tenants on the estate, and

Many local branches possess- standheds | the concission represented a gifi which in
which were his gifts. while he was i‘i}éb the aggrezate amounted to several hun-
interested in the Stroud Detachmenty of | dreds of pounds. At the same time Sir
the British Red Cross. Society. Sdv | Peveivalipresented four senior members of
Mariinge i also a keen supportefiof -the sl;a&' at. Stanley Park with special
these movements. and; besides bitng  Jubileer medals. -
County Vice-President of:ihe Red Gigss. ¢ Later in the summer  several parties
is deeply intcrested in the Stoneh#inse for Conservative workers were held. as
Women's Section_of the British Legion, - well g5 the JEL. fete, and in the winter
ot;which she is President e cane the usual parties, the }aﬁt occasions
£ frer= ; : 5 “on which Si¥ Percivall joined. in enter-
ding of Sic Paeci -"l" ed e sciver weed-. 5yd Children’s - Christmas Parties held
g of Stk Lercival and Lady Marbue, «gioifly before he and Lady Marling left
an event which was happily: celebraied, &5 their last winter tout. -
and- of which there is the m&ent : EST e
memento 1n-the form of two 6 - A Great -
gates leading from the Park > i

All Saints’ Church :
3 B, To1

tsman. Hunting was a special
¥, and - as recently as last year he
ande to hounds.- He swoas o member of the
dve Hunt Committee of Lord Berkeley’s
‘¢as  Hounds and 4 steward of the Berkeley
i ire tlunt Point to Point races. He was very
Society and of the Gloucestershire fond of racing and had won a good many
ciety in London.  He also heeame €'y events hoth across country and on the flat

man of both the Stroud and Whitmirster in England, Ezypt, Africa_and India,
Petty Sessm_ns, ~and President of jthe  In his younger days Sir Percival joined
Stroud Hospital. e N i all kinds of sport. While at Harrow
The latter office was one that pavi he nsed to play for the Stroud Rughﬁ
Percival particular pleasure. 'ﬁ e Cluli while on holiday in company wit!
i late Sir Charles Murray

then at Wellington.
ped the 18th {%{:een

coming President of ¢
Branch oi  the Brtish - Legion,
elected President -of the CGloucester:

succeeded by Lady Marling, who bees
the first lady president and who, &
four years in office was suec _eed]edﬁi"
present President, M. gft_‘:’igle_-y Ma
Prince of Wales’ V.C. Dinner
In-the following vear Sir Perciv

Hussars Polo feam,
e R

oyal R

November, 1929, witnessed the h

P uE G&BE:' e : =t
= | of the Stroud and Selsley Clubs. —
Sir P;arclivalr halc'l:l shot hi_g_} }g:;r:;eﬁ'1 in mos&
Tales’s Victoria Oross: Thinm: 3 arts of the world, especially ca a
of EEZIFHSQ’US‘E'?,T‘f‘;rS;°°S'.§‘§”§ Bty il or fias oolisction of
T S SR (TL'.‘-— S| heads and sporting trophies at Stanley
b e gl"? %ge_ec s ‘,es;_llt Fwn Park. He was a member of a number of
siven the British I < wepg_ .eﬂc OL TS abs in London. including the Carlton,
“On Sunda ot ‘egfotnt 008D Cavalry, Bath, M.C.C. and Ranelagh,
Westminster yAgge;Lnang ':ms mé:ﬁﬁi;? and also ]“’gq "!’ 1“.”3{”5 ‘z‘f c,&ml’aag direc-
night to a perfm-ma’nce of ¢ Journevs's m.“"’hllls Ay e__ s ',e 'a_ncery‘
Eid, o wilch o ware nvled Hone Lo Sae Depoet Company nd Glonces

day was Armistice Day. and all the :
N . Ol < £ - 1 = '.
V.C.’s marched in procession from Wel- Birmingham Canal Company

lington Barracks at 10 a.m. to the Many Ofmices.
Cenotaph, and in the evening T went to An indication of the valuable social and
the Festival of Remembrance at “the | public work which Sir Percival Marling
Albert Hall, which was a wonderiul { had performed may be zauged from the
show, and the Prince again made an‘ex- | large number of offices he hefd.  Be-
cellent and touching sPeech. As, the | sides being for many years a magis-
oldest V.C. present I had to lead the | trate, Sir Percival had held the office of
officers’ procession into the hall asthe | County High Sheriff (1923). He was
two older V.C.'s before me were too ill | Honorary Colonel of the 5th Batt. The
to take part.” Gloucestershire 'R%g]imeni (Térﬁt%ria]s),
i A ) President, of the Gloucestershire British
T e Last VY“"S, 5".“'3‘_5' = | Legion, the Gloucestershire Boy Scouts'
The summer of 1935, Jubilee Yea®twill | 4 Gociation, the Mid-Glos. Conservative
be remembered by all those who were b7y oointion, the Mid-Glos, Junior im-
privileged to take part in the varigus | pia] League, the Gloucestershire Minia-
events held at Stanley Park.” One-of'the | .. Rifls Association. the Stroud and
most notable” was the dual celebration.en | pici ict Nursine Association and Stroud
May 18th of the Royal Jubilee and the |'5j5w. “Selsley British Legion and Kings-
S6th anniversary of the wedding of Siv | I o Britich Legion. Ile was a past Presi-
Percival and Lady Marling. .| dent of the Gloucestershive Cricket Club,
On_ this: occasion the parishioners® of [ i1, &t10nd General Hospital, the Glou-
Selsley took the opportunity of shewing | cestepshive Society, the Gloucestershire
the regard in which both Sir Percival and Society in London, the Berkeley Hunt
Lady Marling were held, and at 1030 ;4. Agricultural Soaat a: %
a.m. there was a surprise visit to the Park He was the first chaivman of the Glou-
and Mr. Sidney Hague, the oldest in-y i County Playing Fields’ Associa-
habitant, on behali of 300 parishioners. } yion 5 Governor of the Marling School,
asked Lady Marling to accept a diamond | 1o *Tvdney Secondary School, and for
bracelet watch, while Sir Percival received | Goiabil venrs was 4 member of the Glou-
a collector’s set of Silver Jubilee spoous. | yesfarshive County Council. He was also
Siv Percival was one of the recipients|=; = Tncome Tax Commissioner.  Sir
of the King's Jubilee medal, and in com- | pereival was a Freemason, being a mem
memoration of his Majesty’s Jubilee, and | o0 of the Sherborne Lodge 5
the 36ith anniversary of his wedding day. 3 :
he remitted two months’ rent to all the The Last lliness.
tenants of the Park estate. There are ap-| Early in March it became known that

T of in’ :
Hussar * Sir Percival stated:— = ¢
“On Nov. Oth T attended the Prince

w il SRl - St~
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Sir Percival was unwell, znd gradually the

sefiousness of his illness b‘ec.ame known.
Throughout the County-anxious inquiries
were made daily, and on Thursday, when
he was reported to be holding his own,
hope was sustained. -

Then on Friday mornitiz came the sad
news that Sir Peércival had passed away
in the presence of La.v Marling and
other relatives. E:

Thus ends a Ffe in. wluch seivice fo his
' country and his fellows had p]a\-ed an ui-
u;udllv large part. T‘hP distrmet will be
much the pom er by the loss it has suf-
fered, and the ptesent generation will
dl“av remember with rratitude the lide
and example of a fine English ﬁlemm
and 2 brave and contagous soldier.

“A Rare Good Time.”

AL this point it is ﬁ,ﬂsmg to guote the
nassage with which « 8ir Percival con- | —
cluded h1- memoirs nd “Rifleman and (
an':ar
1 have had ayal good time my-

Jj‘l-'ﬁl maar}y every-

: 'md n

e

play the game .
I thank God for a g fe.
Sir Percival is succreded as fourth

baronet by his: nephew. Me. John Star

ley Vincent Marling, lientenant, 17th/21st

Lancers, who was Jorn:in 1910, the son

of the late Sir Charles Murray Marling, G

G.C.M.G., of the Diplomatic Seryice,

who_after the War was—BRritish Minister N

L at Copenhagen and at The Hague. Sir | D,

Charles died in 1933

LOCAL councits' TriBuTes. | M

At Friday's meeting of the Stroud Rural | sta
District Council, the Chairman., Mr. B.
Hudson, said no doubt they had all heard | anc
with regret of the death that morning of | Ab
_ | Sir Percival Marling. Tiie name of Mar- | Ba
ling had been associated with that Council | fiel
id t,ln:ough Sir Percival Iate father, and | cro
in | through his brother, Mr.-Stanley Ma:lmg, (P
n- | for a very long period, and he was sure | Pe;
ar thcy wonld all deeply regret the death of | car
of | Sir Percival. He and Tady Marling had | Da
al | been very prominent in tis social life and | wer

‘activities of the district for many years, | (In
5 | and Sir Percival wonld ]3\‘ tly missed | Car

1s'| because there was ne ase of social | Que
31 | work in which he had not, taken a deep | wer
15 | and practical interest. T

e- The members acknowledsred 'bhe Chair- | Per
5” | man’s remarks by standingin silence. and | My
d | it was agreed that the G.}gxk should send | obsi
it | letters 0ig condolence to Lidy Marling and | Per
to M. Stau]ey Mm].m',g in their great loss. | Cou

a

e | awure of the great 105'§ hl— oud and o

e | district had su%fere& by the death of S
5| Percival Marling.  The desire and wil-

y | lingness of Sir Percival to render ser-| =
v | vice on behalf of the district for any [ 1o
v | object were well known to all of them, (a

t| and they all realised what a grear asset | \“IT
; -io the dlstmct Sir ?e'x'ﬂwﬁ had proved i
imself |
[ On behalf of the wwembers ol the :uf:a
r | Council, added the Chairman, he had

1 wnbteu a letter of sympa.bhy
7 | Marling, while arrang
| been made for four repra;gnta‘twes of the |
1 | Council to a‘ﬁtm&




