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WHITESHILL:OLDESTresidenflvy Wager ~
Ted villagers near Stroud as they
celebratedthe grand opening of their
community shop.
MrsWager(98)told families who

crowded into the wooden portable • Above:Itsa communityaffair.Everyone .
building housing a grocery store and cafe helpedat theopeningof the newshop. . '
at Whiteshill on Saturdayhow wonderful worth of .grantstowards the initiative and
it was to havea local shop again after five .another£5,500or.more was raised
years. through loans and donations.
MrsWager,who cut a-red ribbon and Unpaid helpers then renovatedand

.declared the store in business said: "I fitted out the shop on the Whiteshill
hope it will be well patronised.;' playing field which will plough its profits
Stroud MPDavidDrewtold those back into the local community. It is also

present: "This will be a lifeline for a lot of hoped the shop's coffee bar will become
people.Not everyonewants to go to a popular meeting place,
supermarkets and I hope even those of A rota of volu!lteers is now organised
you who can afford to patronise themwill J to keepthe ce@'iiunity shop, the first in .
cho?se to sUI2P...oJ1_thisp~ojeet." ~~-,·the'Stro a'-iirea ~en from 8.30amuntil
Mr Drewrecognised how hard the 5.30pmsix days aweek and between .

RuscombeandWhiteshill\lillage Shop 10amand 1pmon Sundays.
Associatic:mvolunteers hadworked since Torrential rain and gale-forcewinds
last year to set up the shop and he meant the RuscombeandWhiteshill
congratulated them on their efforts. people's party had to i:)emoved indoors.
Theproject's supporters gained£8,000 But other celebration eventswent ahead.


