B Top job. Work to renovate the staircase at Woodchester Mansion is a difficult and complex
operation. Photo: Martin Perry

Woodchester: Mansion stair repairs

Masons take
on challenge

RESTORATION of the imposing \\
grand staircase at a timewarp \/\ -
Victorian mansion near Stroud has By~

also provided a rare ch for  ove ted in'the field of conservation masonry.
‘Woodcheste stop, hidden-from._view in the
heart of a Ndtional \Trust-owned valley, was

stonemasons’ training.
commissioned by wealthy Roman Catholic

The £300,000 worth of rep:
v i businessman William Leigh in 1854 but its design
! oodchester Mansiof iz mprovndltng im .“"“s“a; proved too ambitious arld expensive so it was
[ chaﬂenging St % 5 hos._extensiye. 4n abandoned unfinished with| Victorian builders’ tools,
the UK.

by Jo Barber

vaulting repairs ever undertaken in 4o and scaffolding simply left behind.

After Leigh's death in {1873 the house lay as a

Exceptional . largely-forgotten time-capsple for well over 100 years

But the fvork also provided an exceptional occasion until Stroud District Coundil boug.ht it and placed it in
for training masterclasses to enable new generations of the care of the Woodchesger Mansion Trust.

il cr and prc Is to rediscover That conservation chgrity now aims to conserve the
some offthe lost skills and techniques used by the building, with the help/of a £815,000 Heritage Lottery
original puilders. grant, while at the game time educating and training
ers and allowing visitors.
ridgeman currently employed on the 18- The trust will not complete Woodchester Mansion
ovation of the staircase at the masterpiece  but will restfre it to the same condition as when it was
Gothic-style limestone mansion shared their abandon@d in the Victorian era, so that it will remain
knowledgdduring the week of masterclasses. /f(otz(er an unfinished masterpiece of special value to

Linford “pokesman Andrew Bartlett said the .~Students of historical building techniques and of
practical tuitio;

ade the courses the most excitinig interest to the public.
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