18 ~ | SATURDAY (if;

" VICAR STERNI

O
-

SELFISHNESS IN THE!

'HOME DENOUNCED

OUTSPOKEN SERMON AT
WHITESHILL

; Church Work ln lGrowing D_iStric-t

JOlNlN < a moderate sized conéregation at St. Patil’s_ Chﬁrch,

Whiteshill, on Sunday evening, I listened to a vigorous sermon -

which contained a stern condemnation of idleness. The denouncement
was, it is true, directed more particularly at idleness in regard to
Christian work, but the remarks made might be applied with equal force
to all forms of idleness. .

Whiteshill Church is comparatively modern, having been built only
90 years ago, and although it cannot therefore boast of a long history, it
can look with pride on a record of useful service in a rapidly growing
distriet. > e :

DooEnooNnonnnEcE00 000 000n D) }b\* them. That was the ‘teaching bf Jesus
e " : Christ as counlrasted with the cold créed of
Continuning his" ‘tour of the the  Leist, who believed God created “plie

chiurches and chapels of Gloucester-
shire, ** Wandering . Worshipper?'
visited Whilesl{i!l Parish Church

world, beop]cd_ it with mankind and then
it to itseif. ~Christ told them, however, that
God looked npon them with a gaze as keen
as it was|merciful; a God whe koew what
they were) and by what precise steps of as-
cent or dégcent they had reached thieir pre-
sent standing place. =
2.God has a work going en everywhere and
for everybody," 'deelated the Vicar. ‘* The
I\'.urk for whleli Hel etuploysErh'ith 'iaﬁt_haf. o}‘
: : - his own moral culture. ach individua
S I meni‘;loned. last “'e_el,{ n 1 eoul 18 a vineyard of which each soulmljfﬁi
connection with my wvisit to tt:{mrge.. Each \(’inﬁymc'lcll has 1o Le cleaned of
= : . he noisome an eadly seeds 1o it and
St. James’, GlOl}CQﬂeL Whiteshill planted with ‘the choicest vines. Life its-
Church was one of three churches f‘e‘},frkw oo ¥lieyard, \in'which %ﬂdd,bids i
g, Yo S R ut an- wihnch many in God’s’ sight,
in “the, Gloucester Archdeaconry |stand all the duy idle," 00 8
consecrated in one week in 1841, the o g
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other, in addition to St. James, With consideralle emphasis the \icar cdn.

ony Sunday evening. .

Next Sunday morning he will
attend Eastington Weslevan Chapel.
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being St. Luke’s, Gloucester “Like tinved: ““1 think that the lazy selfishnoss of
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T ¢E Was ol a simple characier,
/Mﬁusicnl.— Like so many other
Cotswold churches, the singiug at Whiteshill

n

be

5 little siﬁziiilléfity.f St. James’

_add to' the beauty.
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’_'_;ha-'mﬁre sombre coloured walls,
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in the. Gloucester 'Krf:hdeaéonry
consecrated in one week in 1841, j;_hg
other, in addition to St. James,
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boast of architectural merit, but
Whiteshill Church can.

Decorations That Please

Sitting in the church waiting for the ser-
vice to Hegin, I could not help con-
trasting the interior with those ofrrfom.erof
the others in which I have heen. The per:
feet halance of the building, the_ beaniiful
chancel, the richly coloured stained glass
windows, and the good lighting, among other

itigs combined wi 1
press the visitors. 3
fine mural decorat‘ons, parvicularl
chancel*and over the chancel arch, grea
In some places—and
I think pardeularly of the wonderful little
Norman church at Rudford in this cun-

ion,—the decorations made have; in my
humble™gpinion; had a detrimental effect on
the a.pyear{mee. In a more modern church,
like ‘Whiteshill, however, there is no early

historie work to be coyered over, and actualiy
the decorutt 1 pleasiug contrast to

Bright and Musical

is of the type that shows it is enjoyed. 'L'he
spacious church echoed “with some of the
hymns, although strict attention was paid
to light and shade. = The church possesses a
chotr of which 1t ean well be proud pait.cular-

as regards adults. The SHRg of the
“boy¥s struck me as beiug lusty rathey than
pure, but notwithstanding I shouia think
there are a great many village churches whe

whose heart is completely in his work. He
“is My, Jones, of Cashes Green, and he has
officiated in this capacity together with that
of choirmaster for the best part of a dozen
years, : ;

The. service was talken by the Viear, the
‘Rev, W, T, Brien, and he gave a vigorons,
Lelpful. sermon,... .. Coming from an Irish

mily, the Viear ig true L0 N p
spoken man when occasion demands ib, he
Js not sloth to condemn when: necessary, o
keen sense of Lumour is betrayed by his
twinkling grey eyes, and his quick smilé con-
firms the 1mpression thus given. Edicated
£t Christ College; Brecou, and afterwards at
St, David's Collega, "Lampaier, he was O1-
cained in the Lundafl Diocese for St David's
o 1902, He became curate of Llanelly
(wrecon) amd in 1910 was appointed curate-
i-charge of St, Mark's, Mauselion, Swansen,
helding this unti] 1916. From the Ilaiter
year urtil 19 8 he took the place of the Rev.
R, P. Waugh as Viear of Stonehonse, and,

"-‘r._,_.“gptil 1922, when he became Vicar of Whites-

""" Contrast With

il hie wis Rector of Staunion, Forest of

Dean, Whiteshill, he suceeeded the Rev.,
H. Temple card, who had followed the
Rev, F. C. de Be is,

e1sm
. My, Brien gave a churacteristically out-
spoken sermon, and a morul distinet from the
more obvious 'lt;asqn could be deduced from
it which many inside and outsids the spliere
of the church might profitably take to heart.
iscourse ‘was based on a fragment of
g text"tajen from Matthew xx,—6-7 name-
1y the words: **No man hath hired us.>
g text, ‘said ‘the Viear, indicated to them
$hat there was o God who coicerned ilimself

type.~Anout-
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work, but in- which many in God’s" sight,
stand all the day idle.”
- Selfishness in the Home
With considerall %\q;éxps@s‘ Nicar

homelife—though they are active enough in
| their games and sports—is neither creditable
towshemselves nor to the Christisn names
which they

be a great
by each in e : ]
variety, there is unity. Go where you may,
you must accept the call to be God's
workers. - God _bids the _clergyman  and
ministers to go into the vineyard, but the
call to everyone else is notb substantially
different.,

bear. There must of necessity
riety In the work to be done

uess man, the woman in the home and every-.
one else. - God hids us set before ourselves in
vouth as in age, this one ohject—so to live
as to make others better, and to make God
known.  Are we doing that?  What an-
swer are we making?

idle? You and 1 have to answer
question alone, .

God’s Question to Man

that

the Vicar, = ¢ It ig for each one of us
embracing the text, speaks ot
burden of the day. Uhav
voided either by standing
It is not lightened, but

Burden is not
idle or otherwises.
rather multiplied by
have to decide, however,. whether we will
liave a friend—constant in life and change-
less in eternity—or shall we live sad die by
cuselves.  God forbid that any of us should
die by ourseives. Iven fo the longest life
there come an evening which is both a sunset
d a dawn; it means leaving this life and
starting a new one.

““We are not sent into this world to stand
idle all the days of our life, but to work and
labour until the evening. 'We ought not to
leave the work until the evening of our life

youth and not wait until our years fail us,
The end is the proof of the matter. - The
evening wiil be the trial.
fever and noise of the noontime are over, the

and the shadesslengthen, 1

li ht fude§,
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Mild Criticism

Only one word of mild eriticism would I
venture to malke about my visit to the-chureh,
and that is in respect to the heating. It
was by no means warm in the church, and T
really think that, however, devout ore might

be, one would find diffculty in tharoughly
f eciating a service with cold feet.

o As «e, mentioned, the chprch was
bailt in the verr=l841, and it is a handsome

building of stone in the,Morman style, con-
sisting of apsidal clmnc?i'atgm'c. transepts
(added to the church in 18842f and an em-
baitled wesiern lower containing one hell.

Work By Academy Painters

There are numercus stained glass win-
dows, and the apse is adorned with proint-
ings of the Twelve Apestles, executed by
the late Misses™ Stanton. of Upfield, who
were both Academy painters. 'The samae

also the chancel arch, their work graatly
beautifying the church interior, The parish’
owed much to them, for, among other things,
they were responsible for the building of a
Village Institute.

The church was restored in
at a cost of £916, the scheme
the ‘addition of the transepts.  1i was fuy-
ther restored sis, vears later at a cost of
£20, and again during 1906-7 at a cost of
about L600. 1t affords some 600 sittings.
The most recent alterations in the chureh
consisted of the removal of the organ  and
the addition of some stops: and the sub-
stitution of new oak choir stalls two or ihres
years ago. The cest of the first-named work

the year 1882
incorporating

jle vineyard, but amidst all the |

He calls the doctor to he His |f
workman, the lawyer, the artisan, the’busi- |

; Are we really work- |
ng in God’s vineyard, or are we standing |

'he selfish life is an idle life,” empha- b

God’s question,” he eontinued, |

living to ourselves. We |

comes; we must be serving God through our |
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ago was a distinct loss to t.hc church and

{hmsh and the purn]nuuels deplored as
deeply ‘as' anyone his death last year,
Strong Auxiliaries

Probably few parish cliurches can boast or
stronger auxiliaries pro rata with population
than whiteshiil, yor instance, its branch
of the Church of England Men's Society
was the strongest bouy m the Stroud Feder-
ation when it was inaugurated in Oectober
last, It has 32 members, and its gather=
ings (three each month) jare always wells
attended. The Vicar is the Presisent, sir,
Cecil E, Miller is the chairman, Mr. K,
Hancock the vice-chairman, and Mr. N, Ul
Smith is the hon, secretary and treasurer.

The branch of the Mothers’ Union can
boast of between 70 and 80 members—a re-
markable number for 1 uilng:. organisation.
Mrs. A, W. Stanton is the Eurolling Mem-
ber, and she has been able to get some re=
markably good speakers, w hose addresses

['| meets fortnightly in the Village Iuﬂhtut

ipfions, but the cosh of the
stails and the enlnrge-

sanio time, was defrayed by the three sisters

of  the lalv iffr. ¥dwerd 8. Godsell, of

Godsull and Mrs. Evelyn

ylor. M Godsell was churchwarden
0' the church for about 16 years, and the
r’m‘k s sistersfhad doue was in memory of
ik,

Staur ch Supporters

Pk Cradsel
ippurlers of

amlly have boen  staunch
churgh for vory many

W, A memter of the family, Miss Kate
rlu willy In [Tl -1 yegular abtendunt at tho
dliil morviers, 5 Among other prominent

St. Paul's Church, whateshéu.

“nasocinted with the church was that of “the

{“years,>is the able hon. secrefary.  Recently
. Mrs, Brien started two sections—senior and
“junior— of the Girls' Friendly Society, and

\\ . [sress of Whiteshill Girls’ School for muny

supporiers are M’r and Mrs. A. W, qtantolhh every pmmme of useful develnpmenl is sllD\\ .

of Iield Place, and Mr. and Mis. G. A.
Matthews, of Farmbill. . Mr. Stanton,:who n Lhe work of the parent %uuday Hc]mnl
is pu»spwtne Liberal candidate for .the | the Vicar is assisted by Mr. . Hancock, Mr,
Stroud Parliamentary Division, has been | Harry Keene, and MI'-N Jessie Hand m,]‘.._
people’s warden for a number of years.. The Mr. C. E. Millex is ‘another. who lends
other churchwarden is Mr. Frank Hill, a | valued support to the Cherch.  'He is viee-
member of a - wellknown Gloucestershire{ chairman of the Parcchial Church Couneil,
family.. He succeeded the 3ate Mr. Richard | the Seeretary of which is Mrs. Shmtnu

Hill, of Callowcll, asnumber of years ago.

He is also the chairman of the local b(hu(ﬂ E Mission Room at Paganhﬂl
m.lllu"erq] o Connected with Whiteshill . Church- is' a
A family which. was formerly - closely Mission-room at Paganhill. -~ This is con-

strue rigated 1ro The lay
Allens, of armhill Pavk,  The late Major | here Liid I%rl-cu.;“\gﬂr g ](‘h]\l\ l;:nllmm.(‘ﬂ':i’- lgggflr
C. . Allen and Mrs. Allen, when in'vesi- | muster-of Eastingion School. 1t has a well-
dence at the Park; showed their interest in | attended Sunday School, which is under the
the  church in a very practical way, and charge of \Ir Inwn tlrn (l'l'l‘ kmthc:s
(el depaeture to London about ))b vears | bbanlioe
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have been greatly appreciated.  he boay -is. :
~under the general chargv of Mrs. Brien, and

‘Miss Ratclifie,. who: was formerly head rms-' <
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