A Saxon church on
existing site
at Stroud?
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|Saxon church or one of
learly Norman origin on
Jthe site of the existing

‘was aired by Mr. Lionel
|Walrond,

-la derelict state,

SUPPOSITION that
there was either a

A

Stroud Parish Church

curator  of
Stroud Museum, when he

gave a lecture in the
Church Institute last
night. :

The lecture, linked with a
supporting - exhibition of old
plans and documents, some
loaned by the County Archivist,
was arranged to mark the lay-
ing of tne foundation stone of
the main part of the present
building 100 years ago, and Mr.
Walrond referred to an old
photograph of the chancel
which was demolished in 1866
and which showed what might
have been a séries of pilasters.

If that were so, he said, it]
‘was_ likely ’ﬁart]eu‘lar
wall could have dated back to
the Saxon period but more evi-
dence. was needed and he
hoped that as a result of the
lecture more old photographs
might be unearthed which
might help to substantiate the
 supposition.

| New facts found

Mr. Wairond observed that
‘little. had been done since the
iresearches by Paul Hawkins

throw light on the history of
the original church but some
new facts had been discovered.

It was accepted, he said, that
the mother church of Bisley
dated back to Saxon times and
that it became a church of
considerable importance, being
probably the only church at
the time of Domesday to have
two. priests.

It wag a hxstoncal fact that:
Stroud parish was carved out
of Bisley, but a deed of com-
position dated 1304 stated
clearly that the chancel of “the
little chapel at Stroud” was in

=
Structural changes

Fisher, the Stroud historian, to|

not a single cell typ
Mr. W

tural changes that appeared to

said the existing tower was

about 1450 that Thomas Whit-
tington, grandnephew of the
famous Dick Whittington, con-

porch.

“Stroud must have become
much more important at that
time than we are sometimes
led to believe,” said Mr. Wal-
rond when mentioning that
Thomas Whittington, at his
expressed wish, was buried
under the south aisle he had
created rather than at Bisley.

‘Among old documents relat-
ing to the church which had
survived, said Mr. Walrond,
was an account book which
contained some very interest-
ing entries. One dated 1628
referred to the purchase of @
(2-branch candlestick which, it
was believed, was sold as old
brass when gas lighting was
installed in the Church in 1839.
““If this had survived until
today it would have been worth
a considerable sum of money,”
he remarked.

‘Mr. Walrond displayed a
number of exhibits, including a
handbook of sketches
Joshua Wall—who was respon-
sible for the carvings of the
new church—of a number of

chavel and chancel, Mr. Wal-.:
rond said it would seem that|,
the building in those days was|.
ahlg)nd descmbed strue-|’

have been made from time to|
time during the centuries and|:

erected in about 1400. It was|

structed the south aisle and

by}

churches in the district.

R

“One ‘~wonders,” said Mr.

‘{Walrond ” what the date of the

building of the chancel must
have been for it to have become
derelict at that time.” He
added that he thought Fisher
wag right in believing that the
rname of the town originated
from the Saxon word Strogd—
meaning a scattered place. o

Observing that the deed of

<Llcomposition spoke of both a
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