
Piano rna .ers.battle to re-launch factory
WO~ was co~tiniring behin -e ~cenes today to - the s~rxdun~~t, bI!t puqlOse .built Bentley and t~e lengt~ and. ~~pth of the British economic
start plano making at Stroud llowmg the sale the factory, and much'ef Its Specialist machinery, said Mr recession for his decision to 'selL·
historic Bentley Piano Comp y. Freke. . \' All 37 workers were mane rellundant when the

Former Bentley worker P r Freke and two fellow But he said one ~roblelD, was that the capital rival pianomakers took 'over, despite an earlier
former directors were stil trying to raise around needed was too smlllllfor major investors to become management buy-out attempt,
£250,OO~needed to relauncit a new Woodchester or involved., } . . ... Be~tley's ha~ es~1:iIished a. worldwide reputation
Stroud Plano firm. \ ' Bentley s W3J) ~old by chairman and majority since ItSfoundation m London m 1906.

A London businessmanwith a small group of other shareholder Dav!dGrover to piano manufacturing A serious fire destroyed the present works at North
people was also interested an\was working towards competitors ')'>Helpdale, Maxwelland Codd last Woodchester:in·1989, but the business was rebuilt
the same goal, 'Mr Freke said. X month. ./ " and a new factory officially opened by Princess

Both groups had the same ~f possibly buying Mr Grover blamed intense competition from abroad Michael just over a year ago.


