
started a petition against the factory's
closure.

However, in a statement Mr Grover
blamed the recession for his decision.
"The depth and length of the current
recession lias produced the worst
peacetime trading conditions in 60
years and slashed demand to a level at
which production, in its present
framework, cannot be sustained.

''For more than a decade demand for
locally-made Bentley pianos has been
reduced by competition from piano
proi:lucers in countries with cheaper
labour and other production costs," he
said.

Mr Grover said after careful
consideration the management buy-out
proposal had contained too many

. uncertainties to be acceptable. I


