OUTCOME OF FIELD

PREACHI

BIRTH OF RODBOROUGH TABERNACLE

VALUE OF CONCENTRATION ON FELLOWSHIP,

SPECIAL BY “WANDERING WORSHIPPER ",
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century that George Whitefield—who is described in a recent biography, |
-as ‘‘the greatest evangelist of the British race "—was born in |

Gloucester,

s
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On Sunday I went to one of the Churches which owe their foundation
to the great Field Preacher, namely Rodborough Tabernacle, and the
impression I formed was that if Whitefield could return to this seene of
his early labours, he would view with satisfaction the outcome

. of his work.

b=t to id,
ihe great Gloucester Evangelist, on
Sunday.

Next Sunda
St. Leonards.

y he will be at Upton

o YRy

Rodborough Tabernacle came into being
when the re-adjustments in religious, social,
and industrial life which had been necessi-
tated by the Reformation were not by any
means complete. Education was spreading,
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elosely to the founda-
2 it might be of intersst

3 something of the early life of
‘Whitefield. As a boy, he was educated at
the Gloucester Crypt Grammar School, and
subsequently at Oxford he fell in with the
two Wesleys and others equally concernsd
in the religious life of the country, most of
whom took orders in the Church of Eng-
land, as he did. Whitefield was the first of
the band to adopt *field preaching,'’ and

quence. Wherever he went he was sure of
a congregation ofien numbering thousaads.

he aroused Gloucestershire with his elo-|

As a youn%v man, he made his first open-air
preaching four in the Stroud district. and it
is on record that on June 30th, 1739, he

preached * on the bowling-green 8t Strond




ahd, as is so often the case, a * little know-
ledge " was proving a dangerous thing, pro-
voking a spirit - of cheap scepticism.
It is recorded thal outside the churches this
revealed itself in atheism, and within the
churches it prompted ** deism.” Although,
s o result, morals were slack and mannars
wore appalling, yet there were not iacking
wen of keen spiritual vision and fervour.

Revival Shaped

Tlis was the state of affairs when Georue
Whitefield was born in the year 1714 at the
Bell Inn, Gloucester, The existing genaral
attitude of dissatisfaction with the prevailing
conditions of things revealed itself in the
formation of a large number of societies for
social and philanthropic purposés. Groups
of people met to promote reforns, and it
was nlong the lines of these Sociefies that
the revival shaped its ecourse when it camo.
In some places preachers found a rveal re-
sponse to their eall for a new interest in
spiritual realitics and a spirit of relizious
renewal began o sweep the country, It

was among those whom this movement pushed

into leadership that there was found tle
young minister around whom the early Lis-
tory of Rodborough Tabernacle centred.,

to 2,000.” He was often at Randwick, and
on one occasion the church was quite fudl,
and about 2,000 were in the graveyard, ‘who,
by taking down the window behind the pul-
pif, were able to listen.” On the same day
no less than 20,000 assembled on Minchin-
hampton Common to listen to him. Huge
congregations were a common thing, and on
a number of oceasions between 10,600 and
20,000 people constituted his audience.
Simce forbids an extensive survey of White-
field’s career as a preacher, of his labours in
America, or of his work with the Countess
of Huntingdon. It must suffice to say thab
as the ontcome of his work many societies
came 1into being, and among some of the
first of these were three locaf roups which
later centired themselves at phodborough.

Nearly 200 Years Ago

These local Societies
Moreton Hiil, and, what was then known as
Freke's Mill. — The members, finding their
work hindered by inadequate acecommodation
in 1747 planned a central meeting-house.
Thomas Adams, one of Whitefield's first
converts, had the oversight of arrangements.
and a site was seleeted on the spur of the
hill . at Rodborough. The building was
completed in 1749, Whitefield preaching in
it for the fret time in the fu}l(-wiu_z Fely-
reary.  The great preacher paid lis last
visit to Rodboeeugh in 1709, e died in

met at Hampion,

Members of the Sunday S chool and Gui{i‘l.

colnshire Indepex&leuﬁ College in Manches-
ter, and to Manchester University. His first
pastorate was at Lymm in Cheshire, and
after four years there he went to Oakhill,
on the Mendips, where he remained for five
vears, It was 21 years ago last July that he
went to Rodborough, succeeding the Rev.
W. J. Shergold During this long period
Mr. Watson has rendered valuable service
not only to his own chureh, but to the whole
district, He is a welcomed lecturer, and a
writer of real merit.  His prineipal hobbies
are music and sthdying antiquities. He is
an able conductor of choral and orchestral
works, while his facile pen has produced
plays of outstanding value, and one in par-
ticular which comes to mind was ¢ Tut-
ankhamen,” whiech was produced several
times with great success.

| ¢

Good Singing

The service on Sunday morning was a very
pleasant and helpfal one. Like most Non-
conformist churches there was some really
good singing.  The congregation did not
leave it entirely o the choir to do this, but
joined in heariily.  The choir demonstrated
that they could do 4Tl that was expected of
them. They rendeved#the anthom. T will
Lift up mine eyes?" to J. Clarke Whiifield's
setting. and the pavts being nicely balaneed
end “he dietion cigav, it feil ples-ingly on the
eir, : 3

limited intellectual equipment and T do nub
think it 15 wise to try to bail out an nunuly
LN

L |
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witlt a pint pot. Some people stopped fo
lowing Christ because they had nol ok
brains big enough to understand Him,”"

Cause of Unrest

* There were those whao considerad (h
they finished their religious education sl
in life, Some finished it when leaving |
Sunday School; that is just where il oug
to begin. So many never advanced i
spiribual conception or realisation &
the age of 20 years, but they retained I
same ideas of God. I fancy that a good
of our unrest in spiritual thingg
satisfaction, and our symptoms of hopal:
ness are all due to the fact that at the I
of our minds we think that we actunlly It
just a little better than Christ. The I
religion is the one which says * Glod In
I will trust Him.” People perish bt
they think they know better than Clad't

Strength of Church

It is quite mpparent that the oy
Rodborough Tabernacle—which is o
leading Congregational bodies {n (s Ml
distriect—is in its Church fvllrmn{!l
understand this featurs of (he lilg &
rlace is concentrated upon,  The Chitel
a membership of beiveen 10wl Ll
each week, summer and winloe il
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" o sisht: Messts. R. White (deacon), E. Daniels (deacon), F. C. Humpidge (deacon), A. A. Horder
(chapel-keeper for fifty years) and Mr. F. Shaylor (deacon). '

s 2nd sceretary), Mr. Restall
== followiog yca'r_r and by his will
s his fellow worker Adams. The

: ve this, however: for he
: LisArenownad- leader,

T

Zarly Workers
kers at Rodborough had
ith in the early days, and
i through many trying
Phete was quite a lot of oppo-
4 and some idea of tllis]_cli;n
r he reminiscences of John
9‘2%* known as the ‘“Patriarch
% hi being a native of that
er to the Rev. Benjamin
%'as pastor of Ro’db?rou¥h
) 1844, he wrote: ‘‘ While the
oaborongh was building and
gof, a considerable num-
il agreed together to go by
the building.
the ears of aman, a ser-
diay. of Fromehall, who told
e circumstance., The man
b it was wrong; the masier
& & pity to haye the building
_theése poor people were
ell.! said - the  servant,
i orill give me-a quart of
t6 frostrate the design,”’

ron will'do as you pro-
. 5t “was the same night they
at the buildings, and be-
feean the work of destruction, Mr.
d to the others fLet me
vove, and if I hear anyone
‘wou a signal.”  He retired
and then gave a loud
others hearing, took to
_away affrighted. ~ Thus
His power in counteracting the
u?mies of His cause.”

hurch Life

he self-sacrificing work-
swith Rodborough Tabernacle
irly days, but probably mever
there been so virile and
- It is rich in young
nething like 230 in the
it has o particularly

nate in having the Rev.
pastor, 1t is mot
ately acquainted with
real man, He possesses
 kindly, albeit shrewd and
hich, looking ouf from
eyebrows, conyey an 1n-

‘sympathetic friendliness.
dleged to know Mr. Wat-
f having a real friend.
ty or narrow abont him,
of Dbroad-

B‘%:g‘mg speaks
: ance..

i colnshire man, and he
Srst at the vil!lag? scllo:)l lat
@t Clesthorpes, and then at the
Eesemas Schoal st Clee.  After doing a

“I.will give yon the beer |

s the Lip-god ssselil

The consideration shown to the children
was another nice feature of the service,
Most, if not all of them, had bheen to Sunday
School, and they had filed into the Church
with their Tri-Sigma banner,

the sermon began they were allowed to leave
the building. This they did as quietly as
could be expected. =

In the course of his sermon, Mr. Watson
rem rked, that at the crown of His fame,
Christ always had a large crowd to follow
Him, but for different reasons they forsook

The Rev. C. E. Watson,

Him one by one until at last He mounted
Calvary alone, *‘It may very well be that
m ihat erowd, each one of us might see

wight he like: ourselves.” said Mr, Watson.
go:’man’mﬁ‘ﬁm ¢
up to a point. They lose faith swhen the
limit of their understanding is reached.
Some lose it when they have pain and illness
and widl not say ‘ God must be good in spite
of everything.” They say, ° I cannot under-
stand it.” How many people said the War
killed their faith. They meant that it killed
what they called their faith, which only went
up to & certain point. Because God did
not cease to be God and just become an in-
terposer—a bit of machinery—and alter by
a divine act what human desire and will had
agreed to, some people said there was no
God.. Any great calamity would find a lot
of people saying, ‘ I cannot understand; there
cannot be a God.” They did not understand
that there was no understanding of God.
“ People to-day said they could not under-
stand a miracle. Of course not, it would

} S=mee=s femree in Grimsby for about six | not be a miracle. People asked, ‘' How can
in | God be God and man.” I am glad that I do
ned ihe ! not know. If I understood it. I should be s

I a= o hemar being ©ach & vory

There was a

‘ a0 and i bers. It wi “he. to
| Tittle address for their benefit, and before | U.and 70 members. Inzanld-be:diffioules

-Nes'a  Beard and
lieutenants,

someone who, but for the Graee of God
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-having occupied.the ‘position of President of

have a meeting of a deyotional rather ghan
administrative character, although adminis-
tration comes into it occasionally, and this
regularly attracts an attendance of hetween

find a more hard-working general congrega-
tion than at Rodborough, and-this helps to
explain its success in all the departments
of i*- work. 2 ;
. Among the young in particular, good work
i3, being done. In 1917 the Guild of the Tri-
bl%!ma. was formed from the Sunday School,
and this ds a very vigorous organisation. It
has mair sections, some of which meet on
Sundays, and others on week-days. The
Youn- People's Guild, like the Church it-
self, is run on fellowship lines, and there are
about 90 members, all of whom are over 14

years,
A Successful Plan

The Guild meets in what is known as the
Little Chapel, a delightful little building
which in 1925 was constructed and equipped
by a gift of Mr. Reginald Tyrell,  Other
bad: 3 connected with the Church include
the Womc..'s Guild, and there are meefings
[or young folk in the way of clubs and classes,
My. Watson told me. that they concentrated
more on the religious side of the work than
on the social side. “ 'The latter,” lLe said.
“ cares for itself, our principle being that’if
the religious side is right the social life will
arise out of it and not the opposite. We find
that this plan works very sucecessfully.’’

The Tabernacle has its troops of Secouts
and Guides, - Mr, Cyril Taylor is the Scout-
master, and Mr. Harvy Haines the nssistant
scoutmaster, while the captain of the Guides
is. Miss Mildred Humpidge, who has Misses
Phyllis ' Beard as her

Somié  of the: Officers

. The Tabernacle has reason to congratulats
itself on having an excellent body of officers.
The Church Secretary is Mr. A. A, Horder,
who has been connected with the church for
at least 30 years. Mr, Horder, who radiates
geniality, s very active in church work,
and he is also responsible for the Young
Men's Bible Class on Sunday afternoons.
My, Tred L. Daniels, who is one of the
man;}gmg directors of the firm. of Messrs.
.~ He-and—J o Danielse=Efd=@ngineers. of
Lightpill, is the Church treasurer. He has
been associated with the Tabernacle all his
life, and is an enthusiastic Congregationalist,

the Gloucestershire and Herefordshire Con-
gregational Union. The diaconate consists
of nine ‘dencons and nine deaconesses and
there is one elder, Mr. M. T. Antill, who has
been at Rodborough for abont 10 years, and
he was formerly a manager for Siemens, the
electrical firm, .

Mr. Harry w. Stenhens is choirmaster, and
the organist is Mys. Tooze. Included
in the Church membership is Mr. A. B.

Cooke, the Connty Councillor for Painswigk
and Whiteshill. \/k
TO TAKE HIS
TRIAL




