
18 SAIURDAY GLOUCESTT

CAUTIOiN AGAINST

NEED FOR REVHREFICfl HN PR.A,YER

STR.ESSD BY RE,CTCR. CF
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SPECIAL BY " WANDERING V/ORSHIPPER "

FROM a pulpit hallqvsd by over 3OC years of use, and on a site wheret public worship has been conducted from pre-Reformation times, a
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"%Rodborou- Churc.h, which I visited, and the Rector
particularly dealt with the failing o-f, wandering thoughts during prayer.

stern warning against irreverence was gtven on Sunday morning.

While making allowinces for physical infirmity, he stressed the fact that
there was something very wrong in the inability to realise the presence of
God.
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I HAVE little doubt that there areI 
b,rt f.* who would disagree with

the Rector, whose long years in the
Christian ministry fully entitle him to
speak in a very decided manner. It
seemed somervhat ironical to me,
however, that this subject should
have been dealt with on Sunday,
because I suppose that day lvas one
of the coldest of the year, and I, for
one, had difficulty to keep from
shivering ciuring the time I was in
Church.
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!.,::il.,i'tl;c llcctc,t'r"ould agrcc tl$t'-, Iril,tr,,:r rr.,''l l
irnd it djff'rcult to Iollorv the prayers, r:-.:.de
so fanriliar rvitlr ripetition, iI he or s',ie

\trre cc,ld. 'I'hc fact that a big churrh
takes cluitc a long trnre to become tl:oi-
oughl_r- u arnr, and also th:rt the 1l'eatiti
*.ithc,irr r.\-as so lintrl.' on Sundal', t'o::id
t.xplain ttlr-r tlre ciitrlcir rvas not as Nann ais

it might have been desired. I reiterate,
there rvcre good reasons for this, but I
rnust confess that it caused my attention to
Le dividetl between the service and my
personal feclings, although I listened atten-
tir.ell' to the Rector's views.

Needing Attention
Fir r rrrirrrrtcs lci iivc rras the tiure r.cgit-

te rcd l,-r,' llre clrck irr the chrrrch tower rvhcir
I alrired fc,r tire rnorning service. I tutbid
ilr,' e],is. \thile realising there is such a
timc as fi,;e in the monring, I u'as certain
I lrad nrrt rnal<e a mistake. The truth' trar;spired lu l,e that the old clock needs
repairing, oi rather that tlvo of the faces,
u-hich reftrse to record the time, ueed
attention. 1 undcrstand tlie clock belon3s
to the pld:'h, tnrl, as I irnagine respon:ii-
bility for lep:ririug it rvould der.olr.e on
that body,'l carinot blame the chrrrcL pcoirle
{or t}re ntolnentar_v shock I srrffered by the
carly (or llrte) hc,ur registcretl.

:-\ Passinc irrto tire churclr, I noted rvith
: SStigfacti,rn that tlrere \lere ,uant' childrcn

D-rcserrt. l'\s th. seruicc t,iorrcsscrl. I
thougl^t it 'r'as 

qr:ite i I'it-\' thaL tl:.:re ivas

ruot a liart in it set asirle exclusivcll' for
thern-either a chrldren's address or a
hlmn to be srrng b1' tliem lrlone, or sonrc-
thiirq else to give tht'm the feeling that they
are not forgoiten. In the case of the adults
it rr'as Citierent, for thel' rvere giveu sorrre-
thing t.o 1,!)nder o\-er. The

The present
borough _is the tRepentance-a Gift

Ti:e It,.rtor (Rer. \\'alter \\'alirrg), rvhr-, I t'rr the site' Tll
tooi, ::,e rei':;ci,, d"^lt i':irti -riicri i,, rlii j chrr.rch.rvas a rar
;;;;i,i;i p;,t"'"r]-.";;;;;;;;;; iloi;i; I probablv the on
at solire time br oth6r. At the outiet of I tlre.lo$.er -paft
i.,is-ii'nia't.l,e-saiJ i.p.iG'i.i a,id- t'iitti I evidence that i
ii:.'.-..iiiia'y- i" th;l;;;il-t.i"s if ;i; I113^',,,.d:" 

r.r,jt.Irl sl q l:gLssi4rJ rrr Lrrc rrrlrrrdri uEltlg lt srit I r --;'

t'''.ri tor tt"ha;e d.;;;i;; -o*? 
ti,.-t". Ilall of the to.

Iteircntance- "i. "i.er,1i^ti1'-;r; 
;i f,6J'5 i staircase, and th

gifis, and it rvas rvell for irs that it should i l'lastcr lvere st
Uc jo. I clrurch, erected_- -"-'l-' am quite sure," proceedc<1 IIr. | 1-'ars later, had
Warling, l,ttiii ","- .t,o.ld- nii.ii--ref,eri1 1 

higfiel, and,thc.1
rrnless God nut that fcclins into our hearts. I synrnletrlcal' tt
tii"- t.-"t.t,l -;" -it,:.'--;:--:,,:"';.,";.,:;;-i; , tr :'-I; ;" .ti'' r-'t

iorm the most fayourable';;imltJ o1"-ourl I stvles,-and cont:
;;i;.;";;e'li- r;ri ;;,;;.;i;.;; i;".:r,;;ia | 1.,1 bavs, sjsr
i,elnJ''"rr"-',i. voir' t it.li 

-.o;;; ;;-r*i"ii; I 1orc,l1e9, -I-1,[:lrnau rvho says,'T lrope I harc repcrited, bul I 
tttuct rs salo lo

I arn rrot sure ; I rnr not easf in rn1' rnind j -;h^,t lil -i-;d";"--;; .r1*'i""i..i,;,";";;; | ,In 18e5{ the 
'iiiiioi,'I ' li'rot- i"r,iy d;-;. "l* 'ii,:. ' 
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A Decided Turning l*t1t'^::^*:*lgr.urs 
I Ldcn clcared oft.

" Tirerc are people r,lho try to hreuk I

themselves from. rvrong-doiug by gradual I Chr
processcs. A thief, foi cxaniple, rirhv dc- I --Li,tc io tate tisi-<it-oit,e';;;tt';-A"d(. I l'or a. sreai 

"

r,r :r li;rr tri ieit teir li.i.' t"r",J'-r'^i;";": ll-as a chap^el.oi

'.ttii,ri 
'.i"i, 

tiui, *iir,i,ig t., t;r, 'ti;;, ll,. i jt n'as in 1844--
A1.s;.!.,..;;bill ti" 

"r,"?,.' 
ir;; "ir,';;iii ij, I fi:,,"t,:g l:inli dcercis. cxbress tlre Irci'c tlrat i'v autl Lv I lel". 
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I triF^;'i^:|t-rii'i""i r.i""iiti";ii;1,-';.;;;,',i$ | urtrislres-tltat tl
Itvrinnv of their bad habits. No sensiblc I Kuctc'ly'- rt r'\'

lijlri"ii'"i'" t";k ";; il;J';. il";i,";i: lpresent Rectorv
!.,;.".-'fil;";id''6; ;;i.; ;1,? a;[.:i.i I 4..*. r. Grascot

I turning arvat' fronr all that is opDositc to I 919_ 
onc. arrq 1\'

! rinht."- '" I rvra,r'c/s cott.agr

| 
"tontiuui,rs, tlre Rcctor renrarkcd tlnt I lt'd con$erted ir

!r1,..^ *." .L^+t,-- -*,.h1^h i^+ 6^ a^.r, r^ I nousc, anG wlletthere lras another nloblem iot so easv [o I n()llsc' anc vtlter
solve. t'l'here ar-e." lre said. t'ceritairr I llc, aga.tll g.featlJ

offeuces into which'human na[ure errters lv\'lleil ne creo h(
c,,ffiFrihlpc *o"v l",oo.t.. t";;. ;.;;;;^-;],1"^ I his or.,rr pfopcrt's()metinles vely largetl'. h-or instance, there I 111)-,o\"'IL 

pfopcrl'
uas rvandcrirrg t)rottgirt iu prayer in chrrrcir. I t"')' n t!
I'lict'e is :r scri,)us iitle to tilis, becarrse it I Neu(
sllgg(-'sts iruetererrce. If you rvere cutcrirrg I 1'1,c. chtrrch
tlrc prescnce of- an earthly rnonarch irr tlLe I rclics oi tlre past
l:,rpC oI obtaining a booir. J'oul attenti,,r, I is thc lrlacii o:,k
noulrl rrot casily be diverterl fronl $irat.\,r.rs I.rrver, t,, tlre r-lnr
l:irpiriliiiig; Jc,u would not ccas. to listi:n I Ii,rr-,:. atr(l i,ca
shelr he -spoke. But lrherr tr.e tte irr tlte tllcct, l:i .,..'cll l:
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t)rcscnce of ilrc iiirg of Kirrgs, s'lrat trivial
tlrirtgs sometiur.,s tiistract orir attcntioll

IJ irn ds rre sh .uld, tiris irrcverence and
ir,:rttcrrtion 1l oui:l bc an irnpossihle thing.
Of course sorne allos'ance has to be madc
f or physical irr,:rmitf in regard to this
nrzrtter. It is^ clly Lr_r' thc gracc o{ God
that 'rve can ovc.conlr: thesc failings,

" The ausu'cr to tllc ouest ion as to
lir'ther a maul s trrrl)' rcl,eutarrt is one of
iaith-faith in ( hrist's porrer. Repentarrce
arrtl faith must ro to.qetl:cr. If lve are not
kcpt from fallinq into sir. the fauit is orrr
olrri for trot h: virrg fa;:ir in Christ. \Ate
are bound to .aii unl;ss rve trust I-Iim.
-l'hc marr,el is that son:e peoplc imagine
tilcy mtlst ferll rnto s:u; tllet tlrcrc is no
irclp ior it. Wl f is tl-qi; So nrtrclr feilrrre,
especially in thc"e da1's? Onc reason is r"-e
hrve not been u atcl:ir.rl r::,: urh. Pcople tlo
rrot neglect tlre:r I:e::i:::. i.:r: they rteglcct
tlicir spirirual ; [e. C\::: :rLi:'t lies in tlrc
fact that lve fail tc i:'.:kq iull use of the
polver of !!.i1"

ILector For 34 Years
Ilr, Waring, r'lt i-:s i:t-i: at Rodborough

for practically .{ }.a:s, possesses a styie
of delivery wht., p:.:--::::< rvhich is ratlrcr
turrrrsual. This s p:..':r,:.i1.: not n,ticed l)]''
those who hear hi:lr re3::lai11'. brrt I coulil
not help observr:rg it. I an airaid I formcd
a false impress oa oi lIr. \\'aring during
thc service, for in ti:e sonrer.,'hat uncertain
light in the clrrr.ch I thor:gh he rvas a trifle
aiisterc. It rvai onlv uhen I had a chat
rvilir him alt,:nvaids I reaiised horv
erroneous rva:r -the impression. I suppose
his tall figure :md st1'le of speaking harl
been drceiving. . His courteous bearing arrd
l,atience rrh:tr, pl:cd hinr rviih qucsticns
i,Lout the ci,ur,-1, e:ltir.ll altered my 'r'ic,v.

Estcorrrt far':rilv. T' ...:::.-.:r' cliairs at'c
also l,tligrc,l:' ... -' ' -tiit oi tlr,
li,stcotrrt ia::: lr-. :-: , : : :, ,:lt trtars :1:u
date 1657. A.--',:: :..: :.- - ..-: :s tiic sili.i

, chalice,
The most nrl:':i: :i i:: :- to the clrnrclr

in reccnt titncs :,:1i --:,: ::'.::::i,.rti of a fitte

i:!:-{:(: i'i1al:tlal collstrllctir)ti l\.ith ottlf ir:"tr
SI, )TIS.

Loyal Work
Rriri'.i,:ct' to tirc 1o1':tl s,,:l< of tlle ptin'

q:1,111 lrtiictls c(,illi(ciu(l u itir titu clrrtrclr
r:irst i,e rrr:rtlr lrciurt l. 1i::isl,. 'l'lrc t'lttrrclt
is iorttrnatc itr its choicc oi citrirclrr','ar<1cirs.
'lhe ltector's rvrt'cletr is \i r. S. [{obsott,
and he has hel<l ofiicc [,rr strtn or eigltt
vcars. lir. l. R. (ilrt'rlilicl is ilrc l)cil)ic's
r,.atrlcrr, al)d' llc stlcc(crlc(l ^\lr. l(. l-::ton
t$o or tltrce yc:rrs aqo. 'l'ltc I'arcchial
Clrttrclr Ct,tulcil has \lr. .[. St',clil,ri,]P,' as
its lrun. secr(t:rlv, $irilc tlrc , ',t1a' gtirlr .s

under the directiorr of \[iss \\'zrrine. Tlte
clurrch has a strong Strnd:r-v Sch<iol '*'ith
aborrt 20fl scholurrs. \lr- ('hrttcrbuclt is the
superintetrrlent ot. thc bcls' section. and
]liss Bratnlc,r. of the girls' section. lirl:-v
are suplrortcrl Lry a strong stalT oj tci'.cltcrs.

Mr. S. Hobson and 1lr, J. R. Gardiner (Churchwardens) and Mr' A' L'
'Warner (Organist).

stained glass ca:: ,.'.::. ', . . Ti::s n'as put irt
just before tl:c \'r':,: --. :'.. :.:r Sir Alirtd
Apperley irl r:rt::--

'. :'.. :.:r Sir Alirrd
: .. : ':i: (llts. I lic

church, and lie .<r,e
assistance rvher.l tl:i' :
To*'ards the cos: r,:
(.arncgie, thc gre:-.:
J600, The orig:i:ai

siridrrv-is dcd:c..:- --: :: - ,:r' \llg-',:1 \legdalcnc
' i:::.tetl-(it rr ls--to rvhom the cr:::::- :: --- t-:c:.ter1-(it rr'as

anciently callcd H ..r' l:.: ::;'')-anrl beirrs
the Res.-urrect:o:: ','. -:-is. " 1,.:rcir mc not."is. " 1,.:rcir mc not."

..-.-+or nf +i,rrSir Alfred \l'as a g.:::: ::: i':-!)rrtel' of tire
: ::.. l.:..',1c fillatrci:tl

:.1:' - ::j.:'- \\ lls 1)t1t ill
:- :l ::::- :,-,i erncltt, f Ir.

: l.:-:::::r:()1)ist, glI\.rl
. v:-ir:- -".:lS a Cl1lCC1'

I

lrit'ltiI'
I

l

+i+l;r,"i1--;*r-+;,L' i, ;li. piJ-..' r.i;
| \\'aring is nr-rrv really a 1,art of R,,dl'or,,uelr.
I arrd I suppose it rvorrld he di.tiicult for
lanyone to thir;k of tlre Parish Church
l u-ithout,_at the_sarrie time. thinking of him.
:\ Londoner by birth, \[r. \A'aring is a
Quceri's Collegu, Ciuui',ridge, man, i'rrd Ire
t,.,ok his trI..{.. decree in 1891. He rras
r,rd;:ined a priest in 1890, and became curate
ci Holy Trinitl', Lee (Blackhcath). ,\fter-
rtatds he $,errt to I-Ioly Trinity, L'enge, and
1'rom there to St. Pcter's, Norbiton, King-
. i,,r:.-irr:,'llrarncs.

Ihe Church Choir.



The Early Church
The present Parish Church at RoC-

borough.is the thirrl building to be erected
o I o.n tlte site. The original pie-Reformai:on
s

e
f
h
!1

i.

j i 1,laster rtere stripl'sd 21r1U'. The sc.'oid
''- | clrrrrch, erected probal.l_"* sonle 400 or 5t-FJ

. I rcar.q later. had a ro^f trhich '*as much. I l'"ar.* iater, had- a ro^f trhich rias much
i ll'ither, and.thc buil iir:e geueralil'.rvas mc're

sl'nr rrr e tricel.-l{i=N!lj!'r! $_ asai r r rcl' u i I t.

I it was plcasing to rrr,te that the congrcge-
.; I tior.. took their proper share in the service.

" |1Ir. \\'arner:. -sho 
succceded \Ir. H.

i I Rol,crts, has been organist and clroirmaster
y I iol ahout. ten ycars, and lre recjives lot'alu I rvr 4,,vr.L LErr Jrd1r, r\LL,\sJ ruJ4r
'. I and car,ablc assistance from llr. H. Cltrtter-
."_ | l,rrct<.

To rchlrn tc the servicc, tribute tnnst
be qiaid to the choral side. I['he church
has all ablc organist in \tr. A. L.
I.\/arner, arul-tlic*clu; ,:csporrd rrell to the
lead he gir.es. Strclgthcnetl by the addition
oI lady chotistcrs, thel' sar.rg heartily, aird

,n L^rrs, ,,, L,-v ,Elvr4..---rF.-lk
I J styles, and consisted of a chancel, nave of
.1 | four bays, aisles, and south and wcst
i I porches. In Kelly's dircctory the embattlcd
i i tns'cr is said to be of Nortnan datc.

In 18954 the clurrch lr as restoled, a nerv
chancel, a south aisie, r.estly, and orsan
charnber built. At this tine the building
'rvas entirely le-scatcd, the old-fashioned
pclls theu beirrg alolislrttl. Tlrc cost of the
w'ot'k was &2N, an<l ulren tlte pl'cscnt
Rector wett to Rodborouglr there w-as still
a debt of S600 or -f,700 uxistine. Withiir
eighteen months the t holc r,l this sttm had
becn cleared ofr.

Chapel of Ease
Fof a great nrat)J' ]'cars, RUrllrrrt trttglt

rsas a Chapel ol F-ase to LVlinchinhampton.
It was in 184,1---u hen Rodborough, Anrber-
le3',. and Rrituscumtre all becarnc scpal'atc
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parishes-that the first-named was made a
Ructr,ry. It uas in that year that the
prcsen[ Rectory House *'as bought by the
Rev. T. Glascotr. The buildnig is a very
o1d one, arrd was built on the site of a
rveavet's cottage. In 1805 .it was rebuilt
antt converted into a gentleman's dwelling-
housc, and when JIr. Glascott acquired it,
he agaiu greatll' altered and improved it.
Whcir he died he leit the house, which was
his ou'n propcrt)-, to the church as a Rec-
tory.

Relics of the Past
Thc church cotrtain! sorne intercsting

rciics oi tlre past. One of the most notablc
is thr: blacli oak ,Iacobean pulpit. This u-as
girer tr' tlre (lrurclr in 1624 l,y Jasper I.ist-
ci;rll'1.1, xlr{[ irei-'s xll inscription to that
e !'ieci, tis r-.'e1l l. i.re coat oI arnls of thc
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