NOTES ON THE LOCAL
DISTRICT.

(By “COTSWOLDS.”)

—FROM CAINSCROSS TO
STONEHOUSE.

#1 the construction yof the present
m,_Yvoute Stroud.Stonhouse-Gloucester
the common highwgy ran from Stroud to
Stonehouse via Beeches Green-Paganhill-
Westrip to what then was but a small vil-
lage.  Of little more than a hundred
hiouses in the parish, Stonehouse was
nevertheless not without importance, by
reason of its cloth mills, In size and
importance it was to Increase progres-
sively with the c:utting of the Iower
Gloucaster-Stroud main * road,
struction of the Strondwater Navigation
Canal, the coming of the railways, and
- the steady instruction of all that pertains
to modern industry and commerce.

The hamlets, Ibley and Cainscross,
connected by lateral lanes with the old
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highway, stood in  almost undisturbed
snrroundings, with little movement abont
them.

To-day it is the old highway that is
gquiet—at least, from Ple]n]‘llI] west-

wards—and all traffic to the Severn Val-
]e‘. passes over a route which, on the face
m things; has little worthy of note. Yet
ity that route is not l"lckmrr in in-
erest of a varied charcter. Let us fol-
low it as far as Stonehouse.

ﬁ Turnpike Riot at Cainscross.

“ —though T have been unable to ascer-
tain the time when the modern main road
was constrneted. the following will serve
to show i1t was in existence in 1734. On
25th May that year there was serious Tiot-
ilg al Gloucester, when turnpikes were
demolished by the mol, and this was fol-
,ow_ed by a similar. outbreak at Cains-

e for 1754 is contained the eyidence ‘ot one

._..]-‘

William  Bennebt, innkeeper. who “de-
| posed that on Sanday night, 18th June,
| 1734, whilst in a house situate near the
| tmnp:hes at Cainscross. a {umultons com-
pany of disguised persons, sounding a
horn and playing on a fiddle, and armed
with firearms and other weapons, came
up to the turnpikes and commenced hew-
and when the deponent

psanith axes;
F el out about two hours after, he saw
that the turnpikes were uttcll_v de-

molished.”
Murder Most Foul.

In the year 1886 there was
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WHY NOT A
fﬂfﬁ‘?,

Tone, quality, appearance, and
low price— all combine to
make the Broadwood Piano
your logical choice. " ‘“A
superb instrument!"” will be
your verdict when you play it.
The Masters of Music said the i
same of their Broadwoods.

Come and inspect a Broad-
wood in our showrooms, or if
desired we shall be pleased to
send you an illustrated
Catalogue.
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THE PROMENADE, CHELTENHAM

M.C., late the Worcestershire Regiment,
now a barrister-at-law and a London

stipendiary magistrate,  His father M.
Charles Bennett, was for many years Chief
Secretary of the Stroud Holloway Original
In the Gdll\ days of
the Great War Paul Bennett enlisted in
the ranks of the Axtists’ Rifles. Not
long after  being commissioned as a
second lxenten:mt in the Worcestershire
legt., he won the Military Cross, either
I at The battle of Loos or at the same time

{ as that expensive action was in progress;

and on 5th November, 1916, was awar ded
the Victoria Cross for his gallantry in
rallying troops during the desperate fight-
ing at Le Transloy, in the course of
which fighting he was severely wounded.

The Derivation of “ Gainseress.”

There is a certain amount of specula-
tion concerming the derivation of the name
of Cainseross, and -some time -since I
heard one British-Isvaelite enthusiast
opine, with complete disregard for the
fact that +he Cross. hall wo sionificance

As regards the last paragraph of a
relative’s eulogy: the shorthand system
of the late -Mr. Lown; for all its many
excellent points, has long since fallen
into disuse, and scems to %e almost com-
pletely fmﬂ'ottt.n

Pass we onwards to Stonehouse, stand-
g beneath Doverow ‘Hill, and whe

| the valley of the Froom debauchaa on

Tevel meadows in the broad Severn Vale. |
The Manor of Stonehouse,

Stonehonse finds its mention in Domes-
day records. when the manor fell to pos
session of William de Ow, a Norman
knight wlio had come over with the ro-
redonbtable son of the Falaise washer-
woman to aid him in the settlement of a
serious dispute with the last of the Saxon
kinzs-and, incidentally, to relieve that |
monarch of his realm. B

Exactly when the descendants of Wil-
liam dé-Ow ceased to hold the manor 15
uncertain to me, but in - the year 1281
John Giffard, of Brlmpsfmld had free
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In the year 1886 there was living at | opine. with complete’ disregard for the | John Giffard, of Bri
1 Stroud one Edward, alias Edwm Prit- | fact that the Crgss had no significance | warren Di;-r‘b‘égnﬂhm}; mpﬁegas ,higb:
i chard. an meccumous ne’er-do-well, | whatever when Cain slew his brother, | ks
‘some twenty years of age, who, as the | thag the name comes from this, the first
ollowing will ‘show, would stick at noth- [ of murderers.  John Aubrey. a seven-
1g in ovder to obtain money with which | teenth century writer, taken an “alto-
divert himself according to his own | gether different view, and says, with con-
standard of enjoyment. He had spent | sidered reason, wlleu referring to the
vee yeavs in an industrial school, had T&f-ynes fﬂl]llly of t Combe, Wilts
| fieen convicted of shop-breaking, and on | <1¢ is believed that Cainscross, i
the last day of December, 1886, the date | vicinity of Stroud, takes its |
on wlnch he committed the most terrible | a member of th _fannly.
E mes, he was still under police sur- | welldmown f ies of
~veillance as being a ihomuglﬂy nndesu'- icts. o : St
1 haracter. =

Iy Lew:q
cInt.h.er who was engagad in ’busmese. at
the Oil Mills, Ebley. It was intended,
as he grew older, that he should follow
in the same lm-smess, and for this pur-
pose he entered his father’s counting-
honse.  He was not there long when a e$cm'-pment of the Cotswolds, boﬁh a
misunderstanding with his father caused | meetmg in battle on the fo]lowmg
‘him to leave home. outstde Tewkesbury, h

{wnniv four Iater he was ]app;‘e: Where ho- settled is nob clear. but

‘at the Eagle Tnn, Pitchcombe. for | o oraver it was, he turned his attention on the previous  day :
ﬁn""““d's neck to be stretched in due | 4, stenography. apd at the same time took | troops had come into collision
taputec by e Berry. the hangman, in steps to improve his handwriting, which | follows that, havine once gam

fiou(eqtu Jail. I wias: very bad. In course of time he with the enemy, the Yorlkist detac
The Marling Schoo produced bis own system of shorthand, | troops wonld ollow up as closely as
Ttwas probably some years before his | and devised a method for improving sible, with vesultant small engag mi
death thav the lafe Sir Samuel 8, Marling | handwriting. ~ Having  brought these | with the Lancastian army rear-gus
"conceived the idea of giving Stroud a | systems to perfection,  he commenced | one of which o |
second.uy school. He did not live to | teaching in the provinces; then he re- |-fought in the vicity of Stonehons:
_ive efiect to his benevolent intention, | moved to London, where he set up as a By a deed of partition between
but his wishes were faithfully carried out | professor of “The Royal Lewisian Sys- | liam Fowler and William Sanford,
| by his children, and the date carved over | tems of Writing, Arithnietic, Book- | former hecame sole Tord of the manor,
ihe entrance to the imposing Mzulmrr keeping and Short and.” - He was short- | .in 1601 he erected the old manor hmp' ‘
"-chool that stands to the right of the hand writer in the law courts, and the | nvobably on the site of its predecessor:
“ond- Cuainseross. Boad indicates that it | publisher of several handhoolks for self- | Tt skeod in the midst of a large pa
{ 1889 instruction in the subjects hé taught. is said in Tudor times to liave
s, T believe, the Mr. H. J. D’Ath, his son-m-law says | 130 head of deer. The mano
cet, who will be | in a letter-that was written some 54 | said to have a]]ﬁ“&lﬂd Qu
: _years ago:—* Mr. Lewis was a successful | for one night.
Lencher of his systems throughout Eng- | port this tmdn‘.mn
Jand and in  Scotland. and made the From the Fowler
ance of many high and talented | Stonchonse passed by
ons. by whom, and IW many thousands | families of Smith an
113115-‘ he w.:s greatly esteemed. -He | and with the latter fan
v settled in London, at the *Flying | tons ch(-tate t!mh lf
> 115, Strand, in 1834, where he
decease in 1853, and
e Cemt'tew

. wha very kindly offered him a 1
htmll via the Cainscross Road.
unsnspectingly. the lad accepted the offer,
and a few minutes later Pritchard cal-
lously hrvained his victim in- the foggy
" main voad. threw him, still living, down
“the Tane that leads to Todgemore Mills,
F;a‘nﬂ made off with his plinder.  Tiess

in haste up the Severn Valle
1 frusfrated attempt to cuvoss.
Hiver at Glpucaeter. while a httlu £

m'med on, mml 1ecentlv lgv oneof &
£ ~ His - shorth is traly “de
“th 1 tem ﬂmt can -hes




