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* Used By Pirates * The Maypole
* Visit By Famous Premier

A local mystery which has
still. not been  wholly
splved is the whereabouts of
“the chapel of Pagunhull”
referred to in the deed of
endowment or composition of

“the Chapel of Strode”
(Stroud) in 1304.
Mr. Paul Hawkins  Fisher,

most famous of local histor-
ians, could not find the
- slightesy trace, or even tradi-
{ion, of the site on which it
stood. He did, however,
mention that Paganhill seems
to have been a great place in
early times, considering 1t had
a chapel and a beneficiary
¢lerk all to itself even before

a provision was made for
mraintaining a resident -priest
at Stroud. s

Some years after Mr. Fish-
er published his “Notes and
Recollections” the undoubted
remains of a chapel were

found at Erownshill, Chalford.
and it has been suggested
that “the chapel of Pagun-
* hull” was, in fact, none other
that the chapel that once
stood at Brownshill—or Pag-
gonshill as the village is alter-
ilatively called in a deed of

Paganhill  (variously spelt
Pakenhill, Pakenhyll, Pagenile,
Pagunhulle or Pagunull) *un-
doubtedly,” according to Fish-
er, “derived its name from its
having been used by the pirat-

- teal  invading  Danish  hosfs,
constantly coming up the
Severn. The are always

referred to as -pagans in the
Saxon chronical, being literal-
iy heathens and worshippers
of Odin and Thor.”

IN BISLEY PARISH

_ Like Sfroud, the village was
once in the parish of Bisley.
in the will (dated 1609) of
John Turner, a yeoman, of
Througham, Bisley, he left fo
his son, John, all his lanis
Iying in the parish of Stroud
and Pakenhyll In connec-
vion with Richard de Bislev,
who held the Manor of Ower
Court in the thirteenth -cent-
ury, Miss A. M. Rudd, in her
“ Historical Records of Bisley,”
states that a charter was_ wit-
nessed by, among others, John
de la Strode, William le Prouf,
Walter de Paganhull,

Henry sions until, under the

de Chalford and Faber of
Bysrugge (Bussage).
Paganhill was later one of
the four tithings in the parish
of Stroud along with Upper or
Over Lypiatt, Lower or Nether
Lypiatt and Steanbridge.

One of Paganhill’s claims te |

fame has been its maypole—
today a local landmark. There
nave been seven or eight may-
poles here. = On one occasion,
it has been stated, two poles
were lashed together to make
it well over 100 feet. Tha
present pole is about 87 feet
high. The previous one, cut
at  Cranham, was 120 feet
high when felled. FEven arter
trimming it was still over 100
ifeet above ground. ;
Whit-Monday was the usual
festival on which the inhabit-
ants erected their maypole, or
painted it, and hung it with
fresh garlands, but it was ot
always a scene of merrymai-
ing. Fisher records that on
May 20, 1804, the pole feil
down and killed two children.
The incident prevented all
further proceedings that day
and also the erection of other
maypoles for several years.
Mr. Charles Offley, of Up-
fleld, then provided a well and
water pump and erected it on
the site of the old maypole.

-On his death, however, another

pole was set up near the sile
of the old one ond the pump
fell into disuse.

PAGANHILL’S “MAYOR”

The chairman of
Commitiee is
My. =R (Ted)  Wheeler,
Paganhill’'s “mayor” in the
revival of the ancient festivit-
ies during the last war. He
nas lived here for over 40
years and is now president of
the Football Club and chair-
man of the Village Hall.
Before leaving the subject
of the pole we must mention
Mr. C. E. Birch, the Lansdown
newsagent, who has tfaken a
great interest in the history
of the pole and has many
recods relating to it af his

I present
the May;‘)]ple

home:. : ;
The Manor of Pakenhill
was held by the family of

for several genera-
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Thomas Warner who died in
1736, it became the property

of Henry Wyatt. He died 1n
1784 and his estates were
purchased by Mr. Richard
Cook, of Lodgemoor, who

ececied the mansion of Farm-
hill. Mr. Cook did not live
to occupy the mansion but
dying left Richard Cook, his

- eldest son, his successor .

Later, in 1833, it was pui-
by  another Henry
Wyatt (no relation to the first)
who erected an  imposing
stone arch 1n  recognition of
the abolition of negro slavery
in  the British Colonies, the
inseription on which is dated
August 1, 1834. More recent-
ly the Americans sought to
purchase this arch which today
stands at the entrance to Pa-
ganhill Estate. - =

THE GRACES

As one enters Paganhill
from: the town,
Crieget Club’s ground 1s a
tamular - landmark. On this
ground all three of the fam-

wus  (Grace  Provers--w. .
E M. and “G. F-—played.-
. ¢, Grace, the youngesi,

was playing nere only 'a few
days after holding the high-
est cateh ever seen at Lords’
m the Test Mateh of 1850.
Legend has it that he slept in
a bed at the “Royal George”,
Stroud, caught pneumonia ana
died a few days later.

Harry Huggins was a pro-
fessional for Siroud. His
daugnter, Mrs. Lionel Smutn,

add ner laie husband, kept

e — ©wsSe inn” at Paganhill
fos seoine years.
Villagers will also remem-

ber the former licensee of the
“Ola Crown”, Mr. Joby Bay-

liss.  His wife, Elzabeth,
still lives in the locality—at
Puckshole. She is a native

of Stroud and has resided at

Paganhill for 59. years. She

leit the '*Old Crown> in about

i9a8 after 33 years.
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the Stroud

ries off a remarkable number
of the annual Scripture Scho-
larships run in conjunction
with = the  Sunday
Union. Present secretary of
the School is Miss E. L. ‘wyler,
the primary section leader being
Miss M. King. Mr. R. Blake-
man has been superintendent
sice the departure of Mr. C.
fzlastonbury.
— Field Place goes way back
into  the  village’s history.
This property was, for many
years owned by the Field
famuly.  From Thomas Field,
who died in 1510, rield Frlace
descended  through  Richard
Field (died ' 1693), Edward
Field (died 1736) and Thomas
Field who held it in 1779 to
the descendants of John de la
Field _Phelps, of Dursley.
’I:hen it passed by sale to
Charles Stanton in 1840 and
15 now the residence of Mrs,
A, W, Stanwon.
PRIME MINISTER :
Mrs. Stanton’s late husband
will be remembered as a
staunch Liberal, and it was
to Field Place that Lloyd
George, . the -
World War Prime Minister,
came to speak in the ’20's.
Mr. Charlie Allen, well-remem-
bered Liberal M.P. for Siroud,
also lived in the neighbour-

hood.
off SSh:

The  congregation

Alban’s Church, Stroud, have;

reason to remember the gen-
fggsny I-(I)f the 1a1i§ Mr. Stgan‘—

. e was also chairman
of the Stroud Beaca for mauy
years.

No_mention of Paganhill is
complete withour reference to
the late Mr. Viector Evans,
who owned the garage near
the maypole. He built up the
business from nothing only
to lose everything when trans-
port was nationalised. He
Elf)tw thed délstl('iict 2 after  that

an ed of a br
okenv
. The face of Paganhill today
tlesvex?harilxi]:ng rapidly with ’-thei
reasing, numbe
houses being hEm ghmger
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